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THIS  DOCUMENT  CONT.AINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 
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SUBJECT:  Combat  After  Action  Report-  Operation  ’lATHEWS,  Ath  Infantry 
Division,  Period  24  May  -  12  June  1968  (U) 


SEE  distribution 


1.  Subject  report  is  forwarded  as  inclosure  for  review  and  evaluation 
in  accordance  with  paragraph  5b,  AR  525-15 

2.  Information  coiitalned  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  that  the 
Arcr.  realizes  current  benefits  from  lessons  learned  during  recent  opera¬ 
tions. 

3.  To  Insure  that  the  information  provided  through  the  Lessons  Learned 
Program  is  readily  available  on  a  continuous  basis,  a  cumulative  Lessons 
Learned  Index  containing  alphabetical  listings  of  items  appearing  in  the 
reports  is  compiled  snd  distributed  periodically.  Recipients  of  the 
attached  report  are  encouraged  to  recommend  items  from  it  for  inclusion 
in  the  Index  by  completing  »>rd  returning  the  self-addressed  form  providec 
at  the  end  of  this  report. 

BY  ORDER  OF  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  ARMY: 
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KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 
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DEPARTtJSfTT  OF  THE  mY 
HEADOUARTERS  4TH  myiTflY  DIVISION 
APO  San  J^pjicisco  96262 


AVDKI-GC-P  13  June  I968 

SUBJECT.  Combat  Operati-ons  After-Action  Report 


Commanding  General 
4.th  Infantry  Division 
APO  San  Francisco  ^^2 


1,  (U)  NAiIE  .''J>]D  TYPE  OF  OFEEIATION;  Operation  KATHEirB.  Offensive  Operations, 

2,  (U)  DATES  CF  OPSiATION!  242000  May  68  to  121500  June  68. 

3,  (U)  LOCATION!  KontiW  Pr<.iv:mee,  RVK,  Maps,  Vietnam,  scale:  l/250,000,  sheets 

No  48-4,  48-8,  49-1,  49-5,  See  Incl  1,  Operations  Overlay, 

4,  (U)  CONTROL  HE/JA?/,RTgtS!  Headquarters,  TP'  IIATHEi«.'S. 

5,  (U)  REPORTTOG  OFFICERS? 

a,  BG  Don  R.  Hlclcnan,  Comaanding  General,  TF  MATHEWS. 

b,  COL  Joseph  Fix  IH,  Coraaandlng  Officer,  1st  Bde,  4th  Inf  Div, 

c,  COL  Lawrence  L„  Ifow'ary,  CoHunding  Officer,  3d  Bde,  lOlst  Abn  Div, 

6,  (U)  T.\3K  QRG/JJinTION!  Incl  2, 

7,  (CJ)  INTELL1Q31CE! 

a,  ai«ny  Situation  Prior  to  Operation  MATHEWS, 

(1)  lii  late  April,  Headquarters,  fJVA  3250  Division,  with  at  least  two 
subo  inate  regiraente,  aov«d  into  the  ft'l-bordsr  area  west  of  BQI  HIT,  It 
began  conduct!^  operations  in  early  Hiy,  the  tost  aiffiifleant  being  the  10 
May  attack  on  C  and  C/3/8  Ihf  at  FSB  InVOll-igonee  gained  from  PW*a, 

ralliers  and  doertaeots  during  the  flr«t  three  weeks  in  May  identified  the 
325c  Divlt'ion  and  it«  subordinate  racteMta,  lOQLD  and  95C,  with  a  total 
strength  of  at  least  6000,  In  adfiitnn,  St  wee  learned  that  the  325C  Division 
probably  posaessed  amagBente  not  previously  aeployed  by  the  NVA  in  the  4i*h 

ifflNNMIll  Af  3  mi  MTOVAU; 
NCUSMB  smi  12  VIAIl 
MN>MS200.I0 
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SUaJECT:  C(®bat  ^er-  tioRs  After-Action  Heoort 

the  ttae  T.M  rbcE  MATHEW  beg™  “ 

laTHfflS:  ‘^°"^=ttion,  Dieposltlbn  ™d  Strength  Prior  to  Operation 

UNIT 


325c  WA 

HQ  and  Support 
101D  Regt 
95c  Regt 
120th  Sapper  &i 
/irtillery  Regt 
HQ  and  Support 
K-33  Bn 


40th 


STRESGrn 

DISPOSITION 

2200 

2150 

1S00 

250 

TB  750300 

YB  842286 

YB  795i?5 

YB  7503^0 

200 

300 

Tri>»Border  /jea 
YB  896179 

b.  Ehemy  Activity  Ibring  Operation  MATHEWS 

an  uniditSiJ^  S^'ulfi*’which“?SrT^5^  ^^74)  with 

47  NVA  KU.  Oa  25'l2y  atVS  ^5  (YB  *  resulting  in 

from' the  south,  soutEsouthwest  and  ^  wfere' attacJced 

Kegt,  resulting  1„  149  OTA  KIa!  ^  “**' 

unidentlTied  OTAi  divifl^^hrnH^o”**  reports  indicated  ti<e  aiovesient  of  an 
Special  Fcr^arSai:^ali'’5^^‘”  of  Il'Jt  fm 

ID  dcni,|  if*  “FisLn 

illrtelan  accoiiipanied  the  headquarter" ia«ent""'‘lSt*PCRS°!2n™o**' 
a  abstained  air  atriVe  af^nrr*lT+w«  ej-went.  TAaf  PCRCB  NITHEHB  instituted 

in  force  by  two  battalior  '3  of  the  3d  Bd^*'lO]L8t*2ta”mi‘’”  reconnaissance 
naiaaance  and  other  intelligence  tJSt  ^  Subsequent  recon- 

I7  withdrawn  temporarily  intT^os,  ^  ^  ^  apparent- 

north^l't^:Je^aS^'iJ^bi^  -s  attached  fromthe 

elemCtate  of  the  K-1  lOin  n-lE*  force,  bsliaved  to  ednsist  of 

the  bot<y  cduntrSrt  hTwL^blf’E^JE!  three  timee  as  Mgh  as 

be  oounted.  Oa  3  v^^e.  -at  ^  7^1^  Sualli^  VE?*?  ^ 
attacked  ft-om  tl.e  -  ^rth.  weat  arSkirfw  Infantry  wa 

Swttep  of  thear«a  ar.^L^  n  ^  4  ^  “  oetlmated  ouny  battalion, 

of  Sdiie.  HJd  iihESir  (»)  “«1  »»nny  f»rts 

included  a  modSl  fSSlty^????^?  !S[2i!5  co-)l«jt  vihich 

in  ,h<,U»  J^:  »VA  bodle. 

sr  ee.  mis  attack  was  the  Iset  offc?«ive  action  by  the  325c 
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Divj  following  it  the  01007  began  a  gradual  withdrawal  twward  the  border. 

The  lOlD  Regt  is  believed  to  have  withdrawn  northwest  of  Hwy  512  into  laos, 
while  the  95C  R^gt  moved  southwest  of  Hwj’  512  into  Cambodia,  On  k  June 
on  Hwy  1i)JI  (ZA  209950)  a  convoy  was  ambushed  by  elements  of  the  4th  Bn, 

24th  Regt,  The  convoy  was  relieved  by  elonents  of  2/l  Cav,  resulting  in 
39  NVA  ’^TA.  Identification  of  the  Zfth  Bn,  24th  Regt  in  the  ambush  area  by- 
captured  documents  confirmed  the  movement  of  this  unit  into  the  area  north 
of  KONTUM  City  near  Hwy  14^1,  Hie  24th  Regt  continued  to  constitute  a  sig- 
nificent  threat  to  friendly  lines  of  conniamication  in  40  M.\THEW5  between 
KOMTJM  City  T,iN  CANH. 

On  10  June  D/JC  PEK  Special  Forces  haep  and  B  .and  D/i/22  Ihf  received 
Intense  attacks  by'flre,  in  which  -the'enmey  aployed  60  and  82mm  mortar 
fire,  75nmi  RR  fire,  and  122nm  roeketv,  3jn  addition;  B/l/22  ihf  at  YB  91061^ 
received  a  ground  assault  with  small  arms,  grenades,  and  flamethrowers. 

The  attacking  force  was  probably  a  reinforced  company.  The  size  of  the 
unit  making  the  attack,  as  well  as  the  weapons  employed  in  the  ground  attrclc 
and  attacks  by  fire,  indicate  that  ma.jor  e.l«=ments  of  the  2d  RVA  Division 
ha.  probably  returned  to  tie  D/JC  P3(  area  i  renew  offensive, 

(2)  Ehany  Ccarpostion,  Disposition  and  Strength  Bicounterod  During 
Operation  MATHEWS; 


UNIT 

STRENGTH 

DISPOSITION 

325c  NVA  Dlv 

101D  Regt 

1A30 

YB  8124 

95c  Regt 

1425 

YB  8322 

120th  Sapper 

125 

Both  of  the  above  locations 

Bn 

2d  NVA  Div 

U/I  R3gt 

2000 

YB  9167 

24th  Regt 

ith  Bh 

350 

ZA  2095 

5th  ai 

375 

Z,*i  189<1 

40th  .'j-ty  Regt 

K-33  ^ 

300 

YB  9216 

c.  Characteristics  of  the  /tree  of  Operations: 

(1 )  Vaather:  ilSpomt  every  day  of'  Operation  MATHENS  saw  he-'vy  rain¬ 
fall;  noivally  a  ^•iMle'oMurrM  in  the  morning,  giving  away  to 
numsrous' afternoon  relnahowero.  Soattered  low  clouds,  beses  of  300  to 
500  feet,  and  eenttered»<6- likeki  oluodm  above  1000  fast  wore  experienced 
during  0.  rly  uomlng  bom's,  &*(Aen  ouaulus  and  soattered  cumulonimbus 
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and  ceilings  of  1000  feet  (obscuring  some  peaks)  occurred  during  late 
afternoons  and  evenings,  &voral  fog'y  mornings  limited  visibility  to 
3  fog<ry  mornings, 

(2)  Terrain:  The  western  portion  of  KONTUM  Provinco  from  the 
border  to  the  eaeterr.  end  of  AT  HATH?®  is  characterised  by  rugged  wouuUiua 
surrounding  a  small  central  basin  area.  The  hipest  po^iks  reach  over  lUOO 
meters  while  ranges  in  the  west  and  south  average  1035  meters.  Vegetation  in 
the  mountednous  areas  consists  of  very  heavy  double  to  triple  canopy  forest. 

The  undergrowth  in  most  areas  is  very  thick  brush- mixed  with  bamboo.  Some  of 
the  higher  elevations  have  very  light  undergrowth.  In  the  mountainous  areas, 
there  are  scattered  out-croppings  of  mixed  largo  stones  and  stono  cliffs.  There 
are  natural  stone  caves  in  such  areas.  Suitable  natural  landing  zones  do  not 
exist  in  the  mountainous  areas.  Ihe  central  basin  area  has  mederate  relief 
avoi'aging  from  6$0  to  660  meters.  Vegetation  varies  from  single  canopy  heavy 
forest  with  very  thick  undergrowth  to  scattered  low  trees  with  thick  grass  and 
mixed  brush  undergrowth.  Lower  areas  near  streams  have  heavy  brush  grass. 

Large  stands  of  bamboo  ore  scattered  throughout  the  basin  area.  Suitable 
natural  landing  zones  can  -be  found  in  some  areas.  Mmcipal  drainage  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  I!AK  FOKO  River,  idilch  flows  south  through  the  area.  Kany  smaller 
tributaries  dissect  the  entire  area.  Deep  ravines  arc  found  throughout  the 
mountainous  area  while  rice  paddy  choked  streams  meander  and  cxiss-cross  through 
the  basin  area. 

(a)  Observation  and  fields  of  fire:  Observation  and  fields  of  fire  are 
extremely  limited  Is.  the  meuntainous  areas  due  to  the  very  hoavy  vegetation. 

Some  vantage  points,  however,  do  exiPt  which  pei-ssit  observed  direct  and  in¬ 
direct  fire  into  the  low  areas.  Observation  improves  in  the  lower  aroas  and 
along  the  OAK  PCKQ  Valley  where  scattered  open  areas  and  lighter  vegetation 
offer  lees  restricted  fields  of  fire. 

(b)  Covert  Good  cover  is  available)  throughout  tho  mountainous  area 
where  many  deep  ravines,  large  rocks,  heavy  forest,  and  natural  caves  provide 
protection  from  both  ?>lr8trlko3  and  artillery  firo.  In  tho  central  basin  area, 
cover  from  indirect  firo  and  airstrikos  con  only  bo  cbtal-.cd  ftrem  burJeers  and 
tunnols . 

(c)  Concealment:  Concoalnent  is  cxcoUont  in  tln>  heavily  forested 
mountainous  areas;  air  obsorvc'ticn  of  ground  activity  is  imoosBlbls  except 
in  areas  whom  heavy  bcmtadAg  has  removed  tho  vegetation.  The  eentral  basin 
area  provides  much  lass  conceolaontj  oir  observation  varies  from  good  in  the 
lightly  fo''ostod  aroas  to  oxcellent  in  tho  open  aroas. 

(d)  Obstacles:  The  ■a,1oilty  of  the  A0|  oxsapt  tw  the  basin  aioa  oast 

and  south  of  BBI  KBT,  is  chnraoturlsod  by  (JO^)  slopes,  rain  forests, 

and  dense  vegetation,  m  tJie  oost^vn  ssotioo  of  tho  ares,  tho  JMK  IXKO  ''  cr 
prosonto  a  formidable  bvxrier  to  vohioulsr  and  foot  traffic.  The  benhoo  in 
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the  aroa  east  and  south  of  BEN  HET  is  thick  and  difficult  to  traverse, 
Condtti'.'iis  g-^oatiy  restrict  foot  movowtnt  to  existing  roads  and/cr  trail 
networks  and  for  all  practical  puiposos  channelazos  vehicular  raovemont  to 
Highway  <12, 

(e)  Key  Terrain s  In  addition  to  friendly  fire  bases  the  following 
areas  are  critical* 

1.  Bridges  vie  IB  91*3238  and  ZB  156093. 

2.  High  ground  vie  ZB  0126  and  IB  9969. 

3.  Ridge-high  ground  vie  IB  9222^  ZB  0l*.l6  and  ZB  0011. 

(f)  Avenues  of  Approach*  Big  main  avenues  of  approacn  into  the  area 
are  provided  by  Highway  lljN,  Route  ll*N,  Route  512  from  the  west,  a  newly- 
constructed  enemy  road  tvoard  BEN  HET  from  the  west,  and  the  DiK  SIR  and 
BAT  HO'DRAI  Valleys  from  the  south.  A  major  trail  enters  the  area  from  the 
west  vj.cinity  IB  730368.  (See  Appendix  3). 

1.  Highway  li*N  as  f^  north  as  TANH  GANH  is  an  improved,  hard-surfaced, 
two  Tane  dirt  road  straff icable  te  idieeled  and  hea-vy  annored  vehicles  a'ceopt 
from  mid- June  to  late  September  when  the  low  areas  beceme  :ijnpassable.  North 
of  TANK  CiWH  it  is  unimproved  dirt  road,  impassable  to  vehicular  traffic, 

2,  Route  512  enters  the  AO  from  the  west  -vicinity  IB  7527  and  continues 
to  -^e  east  through  BEN  HET  and  DAK  TO  to  TANH  CANN  where  it  meets  Highway 
lliN  vicinity  IB  063225.  This  route  has  gcncrelly  the  sane  characteristics  as 
lltV,  but  it  is  Impassable  from  IB  750270  to  IB  802238  due  to  heavy  bembing. 

3*  A  newly  constructed  eamj  road  enters  -tho  AO  from  the  west  vie 
IB  740219  and  connects  with  Route  512  vicinity  IB  803238.  Tho  road,  con¬ 
structed  by  hand  labor,  is  hard-pa^od  dirt  and  averages  four  -to  five  meters  in 
width.  The  roed  follows  terrain  contoore  and  has  no  drainage  ditches.  Due  to 
heavy  benbing  the  road  la  impMaable  frc»  IB  ?81i227  to  IB  803238.  If  repairs 
are  made,  this  rente  oeuld  provide  •  hifli  speed  amor  approach  to  BEN  H?rx'. 

U*  Tho  river  valleys  from  the  south  provlda  excellent  avenues  of  approach 
for  infantxy  ■ovewsot.  Conoee leant  from  acrlel  ebservatlen,  however,  js 
la^ng  is  Mny  areas. 

(r)  xrfsets  of  Wbdthsr  c«  terrain 1  Boil  cenditiene  varv  from  racist  and 
fairly  Hm  In  the  high  eoantoltui  to  saturated  and  extremely  muddy  in  the 
central  baein  aree,  ThLok  vegrtetioo  «d  vwy  slick,  steep  slopes  present  a 
definite  iapedieent  te  foot  end  vehieuler  traffic.  Many  waterways,  especially 
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the  DAJC  PCKO  ftL^er  due  to  the  swelling  caused  by  the  raijis  and  draliage, 
become  unfordablo  during  this  period.' 

d.  Attacks  by  Fire  on  Friendly  Positions  by  Type. 


60mm  mortar 

10 

&2mro  morta. 

li2 

7  .^mra  HP. 

U 

DQnn  Oun 

0 

IC^iwi  Ho*ltzor 

h 

122inm  Rockot 

3 

IPCmm  mortar 

0 

e.  Mining  Incidents. 

Vehicles  liit  mines 

3 

Mines  discovered 

2 

f.  Captured  Ehemy  Weapons. 

Unit 

Small  Arms 

Crew  Served  Vfeapons 

1-8  Inf 

U1 

15 

1-22  Inf 

3 

3-8  Inf 

1 

3-12  mf 

65 

3 

2-1  Cav 

22 

1-35  Inf 

6 

1- 506  Inf  (Abn) 

2- 506  Inf  (Abn) 

ii 

3-187  Inf  (Ibn)  ■ 

7-17  Air  Cav 

m 

T9 

Total  Keapons  C^ytureu  I6O 
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g.  Eamy  Casualties  t 


Unit 

KIA  (Body  Count 

CTA 

1-8  Inf 

U9 

1.-22  mf 

5 

3-8  Inf 

9 

3  (2-Retuitieo) 

3-12  Inf 

72  . 

3  (iF-HotumeG ) 

2-1  Cav 

90 

1 

7-17  Air  Cav 

5 

1-35  mf 

5 

3^506  Inf  (Ahn) 

b 

2-506  mf  (Abn) 

11 

3-187  mf  (Abn) 

0 

LRps 

6 

■357 

r 

8.  (C)  MIS3l0i\:: 

a.  T?  MA.THJMS  w&s  ac':ivatod  tot 

(1)  Conduct  reeonnairsance  in  force  oporotiens  and  Icc’.te  ancl  destroy 
enetqy  forces  In  AD  KiTHBlS. 

(2)  Destroy  the  325C  HVA  Mviaioii  In  accordance  with  OPORD  Ll-68,  HQs 
Uth  Infantry  ia.vlsiai,  dtd  2U  May  1968. 

(3)  Protect  MX  PEX  and  BB»  HET  0S3F  Camps. 

(U)  Protect  "  ^0  Base  Ca^p. 

(5)  Secure  UOC  within  iD  MA1H96. 

(6)  Be  prepared  to  relleve/ralnforoe  1|2D  ARVM  Roginont. 

b.  Letter  of  Listrueticn  to  OQ,  Tf  NAIREWS  Is  at  mdosure  3. 

9.  (c)  ccBcgpr  OF  ommsKSt 

a.  Task  Force  Mil^BKS  vas  foi*»d  with  2  brigades  in  response  to  the 
aoTanent  of  major  unite  of  the  3^50  IJfk  XHelsion  tatferd  BEX  HLt  U33P  Camp 
froM  the  met.  To  destroy  the  32S8  PIAxIod,  1st  Brigade,  Uth  Infantry  Division 
attadeed  on  B-lky  (27  my  68)  «ltF|^ijutaaeous  oodKit  assaults  by  two  bat¬ 
talions  to  secure  objeetivs  OXQBS  pll^31}  end  objective  BATON  (XB  8121^}. 

3d  Brigade,  101st  Aixbonw  filYidfmJUjcved  at  H  ♦  3  hours  with  a  one  bat¬ 
talion  coi^t  assault  to  socors  dt^eiUve  CAHDBIAL  (XB  8218)  scuthwost  of 
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BEN  fftl.  One  CSF  company  began  reconneieaance  in  force  ?t  H+2  hours  from  B'fr  ’ 
west  northwest  towaixl  Hill  705  (YB  8526)  to  find  end  destroy  NVA  weapons  DO.'^itfond 
and  assembly  areas,  1st  Bde  continued  the  offensive  on  D+1  with  a  battalion-size 
combat  assault  to  secure  objective  COBBS  CR..  Jf  (y?  832?). 

^  ^  TtJ  ilROwa  Valley  approach  to  DaK  '"0  and  T ..  CAI  H 

from  the  riortH*  42d  ARVN  Regiment  deployed  one  battalion  by  air  assault  northeast 
of  DAK  on  D-1  (26  May  68;,  The  23d  ARiA’  Ranger  Battalion  was  d.3ploj’'ed  bsrirrin 
D-1  (n6  May  68)  to  secur**  PSB'a  along  Rte  '5^2  and  the  high  ground  north  of  D.  K  TO. 
Convoy  routes  were  secured  by  annored  cavalry  units  supported  by  amod  helicopters 
and  air  cavalry,  *  < 

c.  CSF  operations  at  BEl^  HET  and  DAK  F.iiK  were  coordinated  with  Task  Force 
operations  and  were  integrated  into  the  overall  offensive  plan. 

d.  One  battalion,  aa  Task  Force  reserve,  was  initially  prepared  to  exploit 
contacts  in  either  brigade  area  and/or  to  secure  objective  FOSTTJl  (YB  7829)  on 
D+3.  3d  Brigade,  101  at  Airborne  was  prepared  to  reinforce  Ii.-Jv  SEa;\;0  a  .d/or 

FBk.  UlSF  Camps  should  the  enemy  threat  require. 


e.  All  offensive  operations  were  supported  by  B-52  airstrikes  and  massive 
artillsry  preparations  prior  to  assaults  by  infantry.  Immediate  tactical  air 
support,  B-52  strUesa,  and  artillery  were  erqployed  throughout  Operation  M/iT'-if.JS  ao 
noutralize  enengr  weapons  and  destroy  eneoiy  forces  by  fire  and  as  close  support. 

f.  Ihclosure  1,  Operations  Overlay. 

10.  (C)  KECUnON; 

a.  General, 

(1)  Operation  MAm  J®  was  initiated  by  Ibak  Force  at  242000  Jlay  68 

with  Ist  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Division  and  3d  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Dlvisjcn 
under  the  Conmand  of  the  Aaaiatant  Division  Coknander,  4th  Infantry  Division. 

The  area  of  operat'kOns  encoaqiMissed  flO  SPaATZ  (DAK  TO)  and  AO  CR  RClCi:  (i.nlv  i  ^ 
and  included  RSil  HET,  and  OAK  USSF  Camps.  3d  Brigade,  Olst 

bome  Division  closed  ufljnc  0-130  eircraft  on  26  May  with  3  battalions, 

.  .  .  •  •  ■  .  ■  '  ••  • 

(B)  On  27  Key  (IMtiy)  3td  Brigade  relieved  let  Brigade  of  responsibility  for 
the  aO  east  of  BBN  H3T«  Brigade  alr  'aMaultad  t  ith  2  coBi^nles.  3d  Battalion, 

8th  Infantry  at  1003  howra  to  aeouM  ObJaotlT*.  DI3GS  (Hill  900)  and  with  4  com¬ 
panies,  3d  Batta^oilif/tMb  at  lOQ^jbj^a  to  *=scure  Objective  B..V0B  (fiill 

990).  Both  <>bjaj(|ty>(if!><^  !id.ih  nd  9bM7  contact.  The  command  and  con¬ 

trol  aircraft j  SdMttl3ii^0llk' fire  and  'made  a  forced 
landing  south'  of  and  crew  wore  ectr  acted  un¬ 
injured  and  ooatiiiMjl  It' 1200  hm  (IH-2),  a  B.^';  H,T  CdF 

company  begin  a  705  Itort.hwe8t  of  BEN  HET.  i.t  i;>40 
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hrs,  1st  Battalion.  8th  Infantry  under  OPCOW  3d  Brigade,  as^.a^ilted  and  secured 
Obj  CA’^B.TKAL  (Hill  889)  Viith  2  uJispan.‘'-‘0  without  rtncident.  Upon  securing  initial 
objectives,  1st  Brigade  units  began  conducting  reconnaissance  in  force  tcv/ard  the 
Oambodi.an  border  with  a  mssicn  to  engage  and  desiro'"’  enemy  forces.  From  Objective 
UiuiDIh/o.,  3d  Brigade  controlled  the  southwest  approach  toward  RiAv  ’  .,T  by  conductr'ng 
extensive  reconnaissance  and  screening  operations  around  Hill  889  and  along  the 
approach  toward  the  northeast. 

(3)  On  28  May  68  (D+l),  1st  Brigade  continued  to  attack  v,dth  a  combat  assault 

by  3  companies,  tst  Battalion,  35th  Infantr  -  to  secure  Objective  COBBS  CPJi.d  and  ' 

search  possible  NVA  staging  or  storage  areas  in  the  draws  west  of  E  ;!'  Fl-,T. 

(4)  Based  on  the  major  threat  to  DaK  FBK  which  developed  on  D-Daj''  from  units 

of  the  2d  KVA  Div,  3d  Brigade  deployed  on  28  May  68  (D+1 )  vdth  a  Brigade  CP>  2d 

Battalion,  506th  Airborne  Infantry.  3d  Brigade  assumed  OPCOK  of  aO  CHlEOLi..  with 
the  Ri.ssion  to  protect  DaK  PEK  and  to  destroy  2d  IJVA  Division  forces  threatening 
DAK  PSK.  'Jith  the  deployment  of  the  remainder  of  3d  Battalion,  187th  i.irborne 
Infantry  on  29  May,  3d  Brig  de  estab''ished  control  of  the  high  ground  control  .g 
DAK  PEK  to  the  west  and  north  and  began  a  series  of  airaiobile  combat  assaults  to 
exploit  B-52  airstrikes  and  engage  2d  KVA  Division  forces.  Airstrikes,  artillery, 
and  positioning  of  infantry  on  key  terrain  resulted  .iji  the  enemy  forces  withdraw¬ 
ing  into  LAOS.  Upon  withdrawal  of  the  major  enemy  forces,  2d  Battalion,  506th 
Airborne  Infantry  was  deplo'-ed  bac.:  to  D;Jv  TO  on  2  June. 

(5)  After  the  ene?r.y  attack  on  the  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  mortrr  base 
at  Hill  990  on  30  May,  A  Compan;^,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  reinforced  Hill  990 
and  began  eoctensive  sweep  operations  around  the  base.  1st  Brigade  continued  to 
push  toward  the  west  with  3  battalions  search: ng  the  ridges  and  draws  along  ap¬ 
proaches  leading  from  the  west. 

(6)  23d  ARVK  Ranger  Battalion  and  2d  Battalion,  42d  aBVT:  (-),  under  CTCCii 
42d  ARVJ;  Regiment  assumed  responsibility  for  the  area  north  of  Rte  512  and  cast 
of  FSB  25  (YB  8829)  beginning  28  May.  42d  ilRVN  Regiment  retained  responsibility 
for  securing  FSB  13  (YB  9125),  FSB  3  (YB  9523),  FSB  30  (Y3  9726),  and  nvaintadning 
one  coicpany  on  the  ridge  north  cf  D.iK  TO. 

(7)  On  1  Jiuie  68,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  assaulted  with  throe  companies 
to  sscure  Kill  905  (YB  7921)  and  block  the  southwestern  escape  route  from  BEN  IffiT, 
FSB  29,  and  FSB  I5.  The  battalion  conducted  reconnaissance  in  force  northwest  to 
Hill  947  (YB  7724)  end  operated  actrlde  a  well  used  MVA  route  from  Cambodia,  lo 
enemy  contact  was  made, 

(8)  On  3  June  68,  2d  Battalion,  506th  Airborne  Infantry,  under  1st  Brigade 
control,  secured  Hill  1043  (YB  3332}  with  an  air  assaui;,  and  began  recomiaissance 
operations  northwest  to  Hill  1191  then  southwest  to  FSB  18  (IB  8531)  and  west  to 
search  the  D,vK  SU  Valley  ap.  roach  towerd  BRN  HET,  No  contact  was  made  with  tha 
eneDQr. 
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(9)  As  the  1st  Brigade  maneuvered  to  search  the  routes  d  suspj:;ted  assemblir 
areas  between  BEN  H:;?  and  the  Cambodian  border*  it  was  apparent  that  the  325C  Di¬ 
vision  had  withdrawn  from  the  battle  area  to.ard  the  west.  Light  cont.  cts  with 
small  WVA  covering  forces  were  made  and  several  battalion  sized  bases  were  secured 
and  contaminated  with  CS  chemical. 

(10)  The  4th  Infantry  Division  offensive  west  of  POLEI  Ki-  i  '.r  required  thet 
TP  MT?r7-^S  release  1st  battalion*  35th  Infantry  to  3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantr;;’  Di¬ 
vision  on  5  June. 

(11)  On  8  Jxine  let  Brigade  assumed  rosponsibilit}''  for  jiO  C"  iiOK  And  deploy¬ 

ed  the  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  to  D.JC  J.ic  to  relieve  the  3d  Battalion,  187th 
Airborne  Infantry.  3d  Brigade  began  deployment  out  of  AO  i  by  airlifting 

the  advance  party  with  five  C-130  sorties.  3d  Battalion,  187th  Airborne  Infantry 
departed  on  9  June  with  the  brigade  C?  followed  on  10  June  by  2d  Battalion,  5'  uth 
Airborne  Infantry.  Ist  Brigade  reavuned  responsibility  for  all  of  ;i.O  o^-^l'.TZ  and 
completed  pursuit  operations  to  within  3  Ihns  of  the  border. 

(12)  Based  on  intelligence  that  a  battalion  of  the  325C  Division  had  moved 
to  Vic  (YB  8513),  1st  Battalion,  Qth  Infantry  assaulted  2  companies  to  YB  8213 
and  2  companies,  Ist  Battalion,  506th  Airborne  Infantry  to  FSP  28  on  9  Juno,  idl 
companies,  under  cc.lrol  of  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry,  conducted  a  detailed 
bomb  damage  assessment  of  six  B-52  strikes  that  preceded  the  combat  assaiut.  .al¬ 
though  recently  used  eneoy  bunkers  and  positions  were  located  and  searched,  no 
contact  was  made  nor  were  bodies  or  weapons  four  v. 

(13)  Early  morning  on  10  June  an  attack  on  D/iK  ?  by  NVA  forces  began  with 
a  battalion  sized  ground  assault  supported  by  mortars  and  rockets  against  the  Kat 
Battalion,  22d  Infantry  FSB'S.  Tf-  1st  Battalion,  506th  Airborne  Infantry  remain¬ 
ed  under  Task  Force  control  as  3<1  Brigade  {• )  departed  the  AO.  3d  Batcaiion,  8tn 
Infantry  reinforced  AO  C1S10EEE  on  10  June  *«id  established  positions  both  inside 
and  nortb/est  of  DAK  PJC  Camp,  Over  the  hour  period  that  followed,  intense 
indirect  fii^  attacks  were  received  by  fr.isndly  installations  in  AO  Ch 

B-52  strikes  were  employed  on  eneny  jxjeitlons  and  again  the  enemy  wit hd row  to  L.OS. 
Combat  assaults  followed  by  reconnaiflsanvo  and  pursuit  operations  were  conducted 
throughout  AO  CH  ItOKffli  to  discover  aiid  defeat  ary  remaining  enemy  forces. 

(14)  The  threat  of  DAK  P^R,  KEM  ilir,  and  DAK  TO'di).dnished  md  at  121500 
June  68,  TF  Il.THE  S  was  deactivated  e:4  oontrol  of  t.actlcf'.l  operations  in  the  D.iK 
TO  and  DAK  PJK  areas  reverted  to  Ut  arigade,  4th  Infantry  Division. 


b.  Following  are  the  slgnlflc^ont  corjUcts  during  Operation  MATHS' ^S: 


am 

US  LOSSES 

i4.'  LOSSES 

25  May 

B/2-1  Cav 

IB892270 

3KIA 

SlflA 

47  NVA  KIA 

25  May 

A,C/l-8  Inf 

S-4 

99c  Regt 

18839222 

U.KIA 

55MIA 

149  NVA  KIA 
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DATE  US  Um(S)  UKIT 

port 

LOCaTICN 

_ US  LOSL.  jS 

13  June  1968 

AN  L0S3.-^ 

30  Hay 

D/3-12  Inf 

K-1  Sn  (+) 

IB8I7247 

7KIA 

43  KIA 

lOtD  Regt 

56mA 

4  June 

C/2-1  Cav 

4th  Bn 

ZA208948 

1KIA 

41  NVA  KIA 

24th  Regt 

SWIii 

10  June 

B/1-22  Inf 

UNIDEHT 

YB910677 

1KIA 

43  NVA  KIA 

EST  BN  (*) 

22l'IIA 

C,  Implementing  FRAG  Orders  published  HQ,  TF  S,  are  at  Inclosure  2,^ 


d.  Chronological  summary  of  operation  is  at  Inclosure 
11.  (C)  SUPrORTIHG  FORCES; 

a*  Non-organic  and  non-attached  supporting  forces. 

(1)  7th  US  Air  Force 

(2)  52d  Artillery  Group 

(3)  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion 

(4)  299th  Engineer  Battalion  (C)  {-) 

(5)  Det,  9th  Air  Commando  Squadron 

(b)  Co  B,  'th  Fsyoi-s  Battalion 

b.  Artillery  Suppdrt 

(1)  Crencral. 

(a)  The  concept  of  artillery  employnent  was  to  provide  direct  artillery 
support  to  each  maneuver  eleoant  and  to  ea|xloy  the  relatively  largo  amount  of 
■ediisn  and  heavy  artillery  in  reinforcing  and  general  support  roles  to  freight 
maneuver  efforts  and  to  provide  artillery  support  for  ARTl.*  oporations. 

(b)  Initially,  the  6th  Battalion,  29th  Artillery  was  in  direct  support  of 
the  1st  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Divleion.  Battery  C,  4th  Battalion,  4?^  Artillery 
(105»  T),  Battery  C,  2d  Battalion,  9th  IrtUlery  (lOSnm  T),  Battery  A,  5th  Bat- 
taUon,  I6th  Artillery  (155aB  SP),  and  Batt fries  A  and  C,  let  Battalion,  92d 
Artllleiy  Oifm  T)  rainft>ro»t.lU  firea.vihllf  Battery  D,  5th  BatUUon,  15th 
ArtiUsiy  and  Battery  B,  6th  litUllflB,  14th  ArtUIory  we^  in  ger^eral  support. 
3d  Brigade  of  the  lOlgjMU*  dapleyed  to  4th  Dlv  control  >ci.th  its  direct  sup¬ 
port  artillery,  the  2d  Battalion,  39th  Artillery  (105bo  T),  which  arrived  on  24 
"nd  25  Hay.  Additional  artillery  (l5SiB  SP)  cloaod  oo  26  Hay  and  Battery  C,  5th 
Battalion,  22d  Artillery  (175«i  3P)  arrived  on  28  Hay. 
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(2)  DIV/iHTY  established  a  Division  Artillery  Tactical  Command  Post  at  DAK 

TC  Base  on  25  to  coordinate  artillery  activities  in  the  battle  area  and  to 

inrure  ruaximiJti  effectiveness  in  the  allocation  of  general  support  artiJ-ory  fires, 

(3)  iortillery' units  conducted  24  displacements  to  support  tacti-^al  opera¬ 
tions  initially  west  of  DAK  TO  and  then  north  to  DAK  PEK. 

(4)  Extensive  use  wqa  made  of  radar.  Three  (3)  AJlA*r’T"4A  counter-mortar 

radars  were  enjjloyed  in  the  DiiK  TO,  4AK  and  BEN  HET  areas.  This  aggressive 

use  of  ft-4A  radars  resulted  in  detection  of  4ft  aortar  locatic  ns  and  cue  1 22mm 
rocket  location.  One  ANAIPQ“^0A  counterba/ftery  radar  was  flown  into  the  AO  from 
TUY  HOA  and  transported  to  a  forward  fire  base  by  CH-54  on  2  June  to  counter  the 
throat  of  eneny  artillery  detected  on  30  waat  of  DAJC  TO.  The  AK/TPS-25  ground 
surveillance  radar  organic  bo  Division  A;rtiller7  was  displaced  by  air  to  a . fonvard 
fire  base  in  the  DAK  TO  area.  The  TPS-2,;iiA  radar  located  seven  groups  of  personnel 
identified  -s  enemy  ranging  in  size  from  3  21  personnel.  These  targets  v/ere  engag¬ 
ed  with  artillery, 

(5)  Meteorological  support  was  fu  txahed  continuously  throughout  the  opera¬ 
tion. 

(6)  Maximum  use  was  tnr^de  of  air  observation.  Division  Artillery  vas  augment 
ed  daily  by  aircraft  from  52d  Artillery  (kH)up. 

(7)  Assigned,  attached  and  operational  control  units  during  Operation 
KATHSjis  are  as  follows: 


(a) 

6-29  Arty 

(105  T) 

DS 

Ist  Bde,  4th  Div 

(b) 

2-319  Arty 

(105  T) 

DS 

3d  Bde,  101 st  Abn 

(c) 

C/4-42  Arty 

(105  T) 

D3 

Ist  Bn,  22d  Inf 

(d) 

C/2-9  Arty 

(105  T) 

DS 

1st  Bn,  35th  Inf 

(0) 

A/5-16  Arty 

(155  SP) 

(SR 

6-29  Arty 

(f) 

C/5-16  iVrty 

(155  •VP) 

(SR 

6-‘*R  Arty 

(ft) 

D/5-16  Arty 

(ft*  SP) 

QS 

6-29  Arty 

(h) 

ii/1-92  Arty 

(155  T) 

m 

6-29  Arty 

(1) 

0/1-92  Arty 

(t55  T) 

W  • 

'  6-29  Arty 

(J) 

B/6-14  Arty 

(175  SP) 

'll 

'  IT  KATHBIB 

W 

D/6-14  Arty 

(175  HP) 

CB 

IflfAIHEHS 

12 

CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 

AVDP«-TC-P 
SUBJJSCT: 

W 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(c) 

(1) 

range  heavy  bombers  for  ground  elements  of  the  Task  Force. 

(2)  The  existing  TACP  of  1st  Brigade^  4th  Infantry  Division  was  augmented 
by  three  Forward  ilir  Controllers,  three  0-IG  aircraft,  a  radio  control  1/4  ton 
vehicle,  and  four  enlisted  men.  This  composite  TACh  was  the  coordinating  agency 
for  USAF  assets  in  AO  WATHBi'S.' 

(3)  Initial  organization  of  the  Air  Request  Net  v.’r.s  that  all  1st  Brigade, 

4th  Division  G3  inmodiatc  and  preplanned  strikes  went  through  normal  channels 
to  Division  G3  Air  at  Cunp  Enari,  3d  Brigade,  101  at  Airborne  request  immediate 
strikes  from  TF  TACP  at  DAK  TO  who  then  relayed  the  request  to  TFFV  and  was  mon¬ 
itored  by  Div  C3  Air  by  tela^one.  Sorties  assigned  to  fill  these  request  were 
controlled  by  Forward  Air  Controllers  from  1st  and  2d  Brigade,  4th  Infantr;  Divi¬ 
sion  becavise  of  the  performance  limitations  of  the  0-1  aircraft  assigned  to  3d 
Brigade,  101st  idrbome,  ALO,  3d  Brigade,  101st  Airborne  Division  provided  liai¬ 
son  between  the  brigade  and  HQ,  TF  MAIWaNS. 

(4)  The  Air  Request  Net  was  modified  on  2d  May  when  3d  Brigade,  101st  Air¬ 
borne  deployed  to  OAK  PiX.  The  mobile  TACP  of  3d  Brigade,  101st  was  air-lifted 
to  OAK  PI*  and  processed  ;lj«aediate  requests  for  tactical  operations  within  aO 

Preplanned  aiiseione  continued  to  go  directl^^  to  Div  G3  Air.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  radar-guided  Combat  Siqr  Spots  (CSS)  wore  used  to  deliver  Tec  Air  Support 
dua-ing  Inclanent  weather  and  /dr  night  mlMione. 

(5)  ^11  P'-'eplanned  strikes  were  backed  up  with  CSS  strikes  because  weather 
changed  rapidly  during  the  operation.  These  backup  niasions  v,e  -e  often  flown 
instead  of  v^ancslliiig  f .  flight  of  fightsrs* 

(6)  Hsatbsr  oondltiaas  effsetsd  Tactical  Air  ^pport  during 

Operation  KA1U3>fl|.  Md  aorming  fogg  associated  with  the  South¬ 
west  MooMon  eombiipwi  ■  t«w  d|galon»to  the  late  naming  and  early  after¬ 

noon  hours  on  awyaainatfAy-  Ttxdgiin  dio^lNg  tbs  period.  A  total  of  40  preplanned 
FAC  mlaaions  wars  diverted  te.CS^  statw*  bscauss  of  unfavorrhle  weather  conditiona 
in  tbs  target  a  c 


Combit  Operations  After-Action  Report 
Summary  of  ammiudtion  expenditures  by  caliber. 


105inm 

27,037 

155nim 

12,966 

R" 

1,560 

175mm 

®Ai.D  TOTAL 

JuOZi. 
45,  «9 

Air  Support, 

Task  Force  fL'^THEJ/S  TAG?  controlled  tactical  fighter-bombers  and  long- 
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SUPJiiCT:  Combat  Opcratijns  Heporl 

(?)  Summary  of  air  support  flo'vn  is  an  foUosw: 

(a)  Fighter  niissions-309 

(b)  Fighter  scJrties-66l 

( c )  Spooky/iloonshine-8/l 

(d)  Summary  of  Damage  Assessments-^^  bimkers  destroyed,  2  foxholes  destroyed, 
4  active  JlAA  positions  destrojred,  1  racoilloB  rifle  position  destroyed,  35 

KIA  (9  BC),  21  secondary  explosions,  2  lamJing  aones  constructed. 

(8)  ARCLICg-IT  STRUGS  i  Arclight  strilws  contributed  more  significantly  to 
the  success  of  Operation  MATHi7/S  than  to  any  previous  4th  Infantry  Division  opera¬ 
tion.  linployed  in  mass  for  the  first  time  in  this  area  of  operations  and  closely 
coordinated  * ith  the  scheme  of  maneuver  and  other  supporting  fires,  they  were  a 
major  factor  in  the  attrition  of  enon^  forces.  Since  emploiinent  varied  between 
the  DAK  TO,  BBI  HET  and  OAK  PEK  areas,  they  will  be  described  separatel;/. 

(a)  DilK  TO  -  BEM  HET;  The  concept  of  operation  in  this  area  c.  lled  for  the 
numerically  inferior  allied  forces  to  occxxpy  the  critical  terrain  in  the  area  in 
strength,  concentrating  the  pivlsion  "ecomiaissance  Package  in  the  area  to  find 
tai'gets  for  e:;ploitatlon  of  the  flriendly  preponderance  of  fire  power.  Once  locat¬ 
ed,  targets  wars  attacked  by  ntaasad  fires  of  all  appropriace  types,  including 
Arclights.  Ihia  phase  of  operatdLOip  employed  39  Arclight  strikes.  After  massive 
attrition  of  the  enaagr  forces,  a^  the  afidLv^  of  additional  maneuver  forces  in 
the  area,  airndtaniMus  air  aaaaults  ware  td  tc  made  in  the  enemy's  roar  to  complete 
his  destruction.  These  asaaulta  ware  preceded  by  a  maasive  five  day  /orclight, 
tactical  air,  and  arttILary  proparatlon  in  the  area  known  to  be  occup:'ed  by  mrjor 
elements  of  3250  HIA  fdviaion.  1>url!bg  thi*  five  day  period  there  were  29  strikes, 
culminating  xn  five  on  D>Day  on  the  ianedJWtw’  bbjectives  of  the  cembat  assaults. 
These  assaults  were  made  as  ach^ulad,  even  though  on  D-Day  events  in  the  D.  J. 

P5IK  area  req’jirad  dlveraion  of -ii^iifleaat' mMOUvar  forces  to  that  area.  Although 
large  and  determined  enemy  eiWmenta  wro  known  to  have  been  present  in  the  objec¬ 
tive  area  prior  to  the  prejimretlon  phiM,  US  Foroea  were  able  to  compileta  three 
battalion  air  assaults  into  -aold  lairilng  sonoa  on  D-Oay  without  loss  of  a  single 
US  soldier,  in  operations  foXlowing  the  UB  sttssfci  Arclights  continued  to  be 
used  in  mass  to  ooaplots  tUs  sxploMatlion  and  to' asutrsllse  enemy  fires.  A  total 
of  20  targets  were  sttaokod  during  this  |>oriod,  brloginf  the  total  for  Operation 
NATNEMS  in  this  srsa  to  M.  '  '  v 

(b)  OAK  PtKf  ArsllgM  strikes  wars  smffloysd  in  the  DAK  PEK  area  to  blunt 
a  major  snogy  thrust  st  ths  IsoAlltsd  CSF  osip  and  to  provids  reaction  time  for 
relnfbreSSNnt  or>thS  dsfiliss.  Wmt  whrs  two  Marsts  ^aes  of  this  operation, 

23  to  31  May  4ttl  11  to  14  MA;  M  Mdn  IIMI99  rmaoUd  to  indications  from 
a  reliabls  IntBnidttmitiWdBh  Usti  ■eH#^  Wd#  fhyeot  ware  threstoning  the 

DAK  PEK  CSF  camp.  0hf1b|  4hs  SMtiar  MkhA*  •  M%al  of  It  Arclights  were  omploycd, 
and  despite  rsllshle  IdBtSStMttS  of  prsssnes  in  the  arcs,  no  attacks 

were  made  on  friendly  peoitions,  and  ths  sneaqr  aipsrently  withdrew.  Prom  1i  to  14 
Jwe,  after  withdrawal  of  the  bulk  of  tbs  08  Foraoa,  the  enemy  again  threatenod 
the  camp  this  time  in  atrengjih.  During  this  period,  20  Arclight  targets  were 
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struck.  Despite  indications  o.f  a  major  enemy  effort  to  overrun  the  camp,  he  was 
able  to  make  only  one  ground  attack  on  friendlj^  positions  and  ineffective  attnehs 
bj-  fire.  In  this  operation,  because  of  cemuarative  lack  of  artillery  support 
and  poor  weather  conditions  for  tactical  aii’  support,  Arclight  support  v/as 
especially  significant. 

(c)  In  summary,  it  is  apparent  that  the  mass  employment  of  Arclight  strikes 
played  a  major  role  in  the  decisive  defeat  of  elements  of  two  M/A  Divisions  in 
Operation  MaTHH®.  /J.though  ^4ttensivo  efforts  w^re  made  to  assess  bomb  damage, 
no  single  target  strike  could  be  proved  to  have  produced  dramatic  results.  Taken 
in  sum,  hoTvever,  the  evidence  of  their  effect  is  conclusive.  The  enemy  made  a 
major  effort  during  this  operation,  nraving  large  forces  for  long  distances  to  mass 
them  against  numerically  inferior  US  forces,  he  introduced  more  sophisticated 
weapons  systems  than  had  been  previously  used  in  the  Central  Highlands,  including 
artillery,  and  probably  armor.  Despite  this  major  effort  the  cnenr/  achieved  not 
one  minor  objective,  hut  paid  a  staggering  price  in  casualties  and  damage.  Friend¬ 
ly  casualties  were  comparatively  vory  light  considering  the  results  achieved.  The 
large  number  of  Arclights  were  massed  in  a  relatively  small  area  where  th;'  enemy 
forces  had  to  assemble  to  attack  their  obj^;ctives,  and  they  were  never  able  to 
organize  a  sListained  attack. 

d.  Amy  Aviation  Support, 

(1)  Aviation  support  for  Operation  HATWiS  was  pro’dded  by  the  organic 
4th  Avn  Battalion  and  the  52d  Combat  Aviation  Battalion.  Mssions  were  assigned 
by  the  Task  Force  Aviation  Officer  to  support  combat  operations, 

(2)  Task  Force  HATHEWS  «mploy«d  an  average  of  24  UH-lhs,  6  UliLCs,  6  CK-47s> 
and  1  CU-54  per  day.  This  represents  the  noruial  commitment  of  two  (2)  Assault 
Helicopter  Companies  and  one  (1)  Assault  Suprx>rt  Helicopter  company.  These  avia¬ 
tion  resources  conducted  an  average  of  two  (2)-  combat  assaults,  one  (l)  extraction 
and  one  (l)  secure  lift  daily. 

(3)  The  following  is  a  suasmary  of  operational  data  and  support  furnished 
to  TF  KATHBkS  by  the  combined  assets  of  the  4th  Avn  Pattalion  and  the  52d  Combat 
Aviation  Battalion. 


uH-an/H 

UH-OLC 

SMI 

91tik 

va) 

Total  Hours 

2S90 

599 

627 

66 

(b) 

Tbtal  Sorias 

13499 

6101 

2003 

102 

(c) 

Missions: 

CA 

612$ 

6101 

5889 

2003 

102 

C*0 

1482 
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(d)  Cargo  (Hons)  2300  3747  444 

(e)  PAX  23343  4017 

e.  Engineer  Support 

( 1 )  Direct  support  wee  fumiehed  to  the  Task  Force  by  Company  A,  4th 
Engineer  Battalion  and  Company  Bj  326th  Engineer  Battalion  who  supported 
1st  Bde,  4th  Infantry  Dtviaion  and  3d  Bde,  101  at  Abn  respectively.' 

(2)  Cmniany  D,  299th  Engineer  Battalion^  augmented  by  Headquarters  and 
Headquarters  Conpans  299th  Engineer  Battalion,  provided  general  support  to 
tho'  Task  Force, 

(3)  Company  A  4th  Engineer  Battalion  provided  direct  support  for  th 
infantry  and  artillery  battalions  of  1st  Brigade,  4th  Division  performing 

I.Z  clearing  miaaloxw,  cleared  fields  of  fire,  and  provided  technical  assistance 
for  barrier  inatallatlon.  Also,  Company  A  pperated  a  15OO  gallon-per-hour 
water  purification  point  at  lat  llrlgide  base  csaq),  and  iristalled  and  operated 
a  600  gallon-per-'hour  unit  and  BEK  HET  Special  Forces  Cmr.p.  Daily  minesweeps 
or.  Hwy  512  were  also  conducted  Iqr  Coapany  A,  Heavy  opuipment  was  airlifted 
to  previde  suRport  mieaions  tor  the  TP  awl  a  large  TOC  was  built  for  HQ,  TF 
MATICJ’fS  at  TO  Base,  An  emergency  ASP/POL  storage  facility  was  constructed 
at  DAK  SB/iNS  Special  Forces  Caa^  to-  support  tactical  operations  in  the  D^X  PEK 
area. 

(4)  Company  B,  326th  E^lneor  Battalion  provided  direct  support  to  the 

3d  Brigade,  101st  fiifamtiy  Bittalions  pod  OB  Mrtj  Bettalic  .  Hajer 

elements  of  Ccmpmny  B  dopJji^yKl  idth  brigwle  to  DAK  PBt,  where  the  company 
constructed  fSr*  •oppoefc  tarnaa,  ftt-mmU  M  'bsrmm'  Ibr  three  POL  storage  areas 
and  three  amoutiitioQ  points*  In  stdltion,  a  1500  gsUen'-per-hour  water  puri¬ 
fication  unit  was  instsUsd  and  operated  at  3d  Brigade  Base  Camp  and  a  600 
gallon-per-hour  unit  «t  UK  fS 

(5)  Co^paii  Q  and  Ksadquarters  Company,  299th  Ugineer  Battalion  (Combat) 
provided  getoraa  support  to  both  brlgadM  and  to  the  Tusk  Farce.  Prierty 

was  given  Inltli]^  to  oawftrwtiom  of-mliass  om>  Ur  the  3d  Brigade,  ICIst 
Airborne,  oonsisting  of  a  btlgiU  TOC  and  ArtiUaiy  TOC,  four  helipads  using 
M8A1  matting,  two  1ialloe|Aor  raaratmaaM*  establishing  drainage  control,  dozing 
out  offenaive  poaitions,  olsaring  flalU  of  firs  mid  frovidlng  technical 
aseistance  fOr  tha  eatahllihut  of  a  t’amtloal  wira  barrier  system.  Aleo, 
elemante  of  Company  D  aaeistad  4th  Klfiglnaars  to  oonduot  mlnoaweepa  on  Hwy 
512,  A  1 900  gaUMSHpmMKnir  water  pstBt  was  epsratsd  at  OkK  TO  Base  in  support 
of  the  task  Ftroa. 

f.  Signal  Sanport 

( 1 )  The  1 24tb  Signal  Battalion  prsvtdod  ooHninleatlona  support  for 
Oporatlowi  HATTOKS,  and  astabliahsd  rwammlnatlona  with  the  fo)lowing  aa^or 
units: 

(a)  4th  Uf  Dir  Halo  I  ( 
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(b)  let  Bde,  4th  Inf  Oiv 

(c)  3d  Bde,  lOlst  Abn  Div  (siodlfied  area  signal  center) 

(d)  4th  Inf  Div  DIViJlTY  (TAG) 

(2)  Multicharnel  VHP  systans  were,  activated  on  25  >iay  from  4th  Infantry 
Dlvj.8ion  Base  Camp  to  the  3d  Brigade,  101  at  Airborne  Division  at  ItkK  TO  I 
airstrip,  and  from  Task  Force  MATHE'”S  CP  at  DaK  TO  Bas3  to  3d  Bdc,  101st 
Airborne  Division  at  Dak  To  I, 

(3)  Upon  deployment  of  HQ,  3d  Bde,  101 st  Abn  and  2  battalions  to  MK  PEK, 
a  VHP  relay  and  FK  relay  station  were  planned  for.  This  v'as  necessary  be¬ 
cause  both  the  DfiK  TO  Brae  and  DAK  ?.jK  Special  Farces  Canps  are  virtually 
inaccessible  to  VHF  and  direct  PM  connnunl cations.  On  29  Kay,  FK  relay  vas 
established  with  OAK  PEK.  The  multi-channel  systems,  however,  encountered 
many  difficulties  which  Included  airlift  of  aqiilpment,  frequency  problems, 
oquipront  probies®,  and  non-llne-of-sight-path. 

g.  Poyop  Support 

(1)  Psychological  operations  were  conducted  in  conjunction  with  tactic?! 
operations  to  create  dissatisfaction  and  desertion  among  UVA  unite. 

(2)  A  total  of  108  P3Y0PS  missions  were  flown  in  support  of  Task:  Force 
KATHEWS.  These  missions  dropped  2,200,000  leaflets  and  made  140  hours  of 
aerial  loudspeaker  broadcast.  In  addition,  a  total  of  82  hours  of  live  broad¬ 
cast  were  made.  Target  areas  were  known  and  suspected  enemy  locations  and 
iiifiltration  -  exfiltration  routes. 

(3)  During  the  operation,  three  NVA  soldiers  rallied  to  US  units.  These 
indlvldvide  provided  unit  identifications,  personslltiss  md  locations  that 
were  pron?)tly  e^qxloitod  by  PSYO)'^  teams.  The  CHIEU  HOI  wrote  leaflets  and 
made  tapes  urging  their  comrades  to  rally. 

(4)  All  of  the  rsUlers  told  t’«t  their  reasons  for  rallying  were  B-52 
strikes,  suffering,  and  life  In  the  jtmgle. 

h.  Civic  Action  Support 

(1)  The  civic  action  program  already  underway  in  AO  SP/IATZ  was  con¬ 
tinued  with  efforts  aimed  at  ifflp^*ovsaent  of  health,  eanitatlon  and  living 
condl*iona. 

(2)  Eighteen  vUlagee  in  40  MATHEKS  were  selected  fbr  the  Civic  Action 

Progrmn.  i  total  of  154  ^*0^  madst  In  addition  to  1450vMBl)C4P  visits. 

A  total  of  5293  children  the  Youth  Heelth  frogran.  Diagnostic 

examinations  by  the  aurgaona  of  both  brigadoa  woro  provided  to  approximately 
182  people  in  vl^lagee  In  the  aO. 

1.  Chemical  Support 

(a)  CS  Ope  'ationat 

(1)  DuriDg  tha  period  Operation  ohamieal  operatJona  oon- 

listed  mainly  of  oontami nation  pf  banker  eoavlax  ualng  peralatont  CS-1* 
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Aasuming  nonaol  wiather  c»ndi^lotis  for  this  time  of  year  it  is  felt  that 
this  contaisination  should  last  for  at  least  6  months.  It  is  estimated 
thst  oors  than  200  bunkers  vers  contaminated  using  this  method  during  the 
operation. 

(2)  The  E-d  Tactical  CS  Launcher  was  used  extensively  on  firebase 

during  the  operation.  Ihe  «m  usod'on-  several  occasions 
to  assist  in  repelling  WA  attacks  on  such  Installations*  The  4th  Division 
Cheaiical  Section  provided  the  3d  Brigade,  lOlsth  Airborne  Division  with  60 
B-^».  These  itsas  were  used  on  defensive  perimeters  throu^out  their  AO, 

(3)  A  bulk  CB  drop  was  conducted  north  of  CHaiOIC  .- '  by  USAF  xising  0-130 
aircraft  and  500-000  found  dinins  of  CS.  The  purpose  of  this  drop  was  to  con¬ 
taminate  the  NVA  road  which  enters  SVN  vicinity  of  IB  893050. 

(4)  E-1 50' 5)  snmitions  and  the  newly  developed  BPSCJ  (Box  Full  of 
Grenades)  were  used  to  pre'  LZs  prior  to  oombat  assaults.  In  addition,  the 
Ist  Battalion,  8th  Unfmtry  used  the  HTOG  extensively  throughout  the  operation. 

(5)  During  the  period  of  Operation  the  following  munitions  were 

issued  by  tho  Division  Chemloal  Section  to  units  partlcapatlng  in  the  operation: 


1 22  Taotlcal  CS  Launcher 
50  Boxes  of  JuEPCS  (2000  pounds) 

12  5-138  (:.»-15)  Tactical  CS  Clustera 
12.  (C)  SESULTS 

a.  Simaary  of  enemy  personnel  and  equipment  losses. 

(1)  Feraennsl: 

(a)  KVa  KIa  -  352  (BC) 

(b)  WA  CIA  -  9-  ■ 

(2)  ’'Weapons: 

(a)  Small  Aim  -  141 

(b)  Creir  Served  -  19 


Sunaiy  9^  friendly 

di'-sk. 


pereonnel  losses. 


HHClst  9de 

1 

1-e  iiif 

0 

57 

3-0 

25 

3-12  nf 

13 

03 

1-3^  2hf 

4 

ft 

1-22  Ihf 

4 

37 

2-1  Cav 

3., 

9 

7-»f7  Cav 

10 

DI?/i>WT  • 
DXSCOI: 

'  3"' 

GONflOEKTiAL 

fS 


TOTAL 


1 

60 

27 

101 

22 

41 

12 
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A 

K 

■_A 

MIA 

TC_ 

Div  Troops 

2 

3 

1 

6 

4th  Div  Recap 

37 

2/+6 

1 

7 

25L1 

UNIT 

KIA 

WIA 

MIA 

(NBI)  (Non  Battle) 

TOTiiL 

3-101  Abn 

1-506  Inf 

1 

1 

2-506  Inf 

1 

13 

7 

21 

3-187  Inf 

1 

15 

3 

4  ^ 

•  7 

2-319  Arty 

326  Engr 

1  • 

1 

3-101  Recap 

2 

28 

12 

42 

TOTAL 

39 

274 

i 

1 

19 

333 

13.  (C)  AIMINISmii.TIVii:  MATTEaS 


a.  General. 

(1)  The  concept  of  logistical  support  of  Task  Force  M  followed  the 

previously  established  concept  of  Isgistical  support  of  operation  ItiCARWUR. 

The  battalioflb  logistical  bases  wore  co-docated  with  the  brigade's  trains  at 
DAK  TO.  Tne  iat  logistical  Conaand  Forward  Support  Activity  (FSA)  at  DAr.  TO 
continued  providing  Class  I>  III,  lUA,  V,  barrier  naterials,  bath,  laundry, 
and  graves  registration  to  the  uni^s.  Class  II  4" IV  materials,  less  barrier, 
were  provided  fron  CAMP  ENARI  thno^  .establiabod  Bmkiy  ebann^.  Organic 
elements  from  tlie  Dirlaicn  Su|g)ort  Connand  (DISCOM)  provided  medical  support, 
maintenance  support,  and  a  direct  exchange  for  personal  clethlng. 

(2)  Reovg)ply  ef  forward  conpany  and  battalion  bases  was  by  UH-ID, 

CH-47  and  CH-54  helicopters  from  the  battalion  logistical  bases  at  D.\K  TO. 
Resupply  of  ti.a  .FSA  at  DAK  TO  was  prlaarily  ^  overland  conwy  from  PLEDCU 
Sub  Area  Coomtnd  utilizing  ^ne  of  the.  Divisions  arganic  vehicles  as 
augmentation. 

(3)  Ts  continue  the  previo^  nonffpt  of  providing  supply  point  di-s+ribution 

as  far  forward  as  poiuiibl#  and  Uf  provide  an  emergency  resi^ply  ^gistical 
base,  a  small  reaupply  poln^  oX  I  (C-ltations),  III,  and  V  was 

established  at  DAK  FIX.  Reanp^  of’  thle  area"  waa  CH-47-  CH-54,  C7A  Caribou, 
and  C-130  air  drop.  Due  to  retrietlons  placed  on  the  use  of  CH-47  far  resus^ly 
during  the  latter  atagev  of  4bii  opwatlon,  another  eoNargancy  resuiftly  logistical 
base  wee  establiohad  at  JDAjt  Itaeupply  of  thle  area  was  by  C~130  air  drop. 

b.  Material  and  Serrloeoi  lha  ■mjority  of  the  rupplles  conawied  during 

Oporetlon  jmrti  tte  ^'SA  at  DnK  TO.  In  order  to  provide' 

the  required  logistical  eatebllahed  supply  levels 

and  objeetlvva  at  the  FSA  hed  le  feg  un*eued. 


(1) 

SSfij -tmmrf  iW 

(a) 

Claee  Xi  ^ 

c  RATicag  ami 

151,826 
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(b) 

Class 

III:  Gallons  issued: 

JP4 

AVGAS 

MOGAS 

diesel 

595,826 

48,500 

120,500 

148,800 

(c) 

Class 

V:  Tons 

issued;  3,343.89. 

(£)  Services. 


(a)  Laundry  and  Bath  Services  rendered  during  the  period: 

UUNKIY  -  24,200  lbs 
BATHS  -  5,825  individuals 

(b)  Direct  Excuange  Point  services  for  the  opei-ation  were  1,000  sets 
of  fatigues  and  25  pairs  of  boots. 

(c)  Graves  Registration  service  was  previded  by  ist  Logistical  Command 
through  the  FSA  at  DAK  TO. 

c.  Haintenance. 

(1)  Forward  support  of  Task  Jbrce  MATHEWS  v/as  provided  by  Company  C, 

704th  Maintenance  Battalion  .operating  from  the  brigade  trains  at  DAK  TO. 

(2) .  Headquarters  and  Cpn9)any  Ay  704th  Maintenance  Battalion  provided 
back-up  support'  for  all  units  end  a  technical  supply  base  fer  all  units 

at  CA}ff  EN^I.  In  addition,  contact  teams  were  augmented  with  personnel  and 
equipment  as  required. 

(3)  During  the  operation,  330  work  orders  were  processed  for  maintenance 
requests. 

d.  Medical  Sui^rt. 

(1)  Company  B,  4th  Medioml  Battalion  provided  a  forward  clearing  station 
at  DAK  TO  in  support  of  Task  Force  MATHEM5.  The  station  consisted  of  approx¬ 
imately  40  personnel  and,  provldad  an  admiesion  and  disposition  facility,  a 
medical  ward,  one  m^osl  l^rAtbiT’  and  coswunication  ground  evacuation,  treat¬ 
ment  and  dental  sections. 

(2)  The  4th  Metical  BatU^on  (-}  provided  medical  service  and  manned 

the  rear  clearing  station  at  CAMP  IKARI,  The  39th  KJTeam  provided  necessary 
dental  support.  . 

(3)  Amoy  Is^  suppytjfail  faqaittsis  consisted  of  the  18th  Surglosl  and 
71st  Evacuation  Hospltalt  Ittaaftad  at  iBMflP. 

(4)  TIb  2d  Platoon,  39d  Msdioal  Depot,  located  in  QHI  NHON,  furnished 
medical  supplies  and  malatam amoe  support* 

(5)  Sumnary  #f  msdioal  services  provided  by  the  clearing  section  at  DiiK  TO 

(a)  Patients  seen:  1652 
IRHA  217 

BRHA  35 

Dleasse  187 
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(b)  Patients  evacuated:  4^14 

(c)  Returned  to  Duty:  33 

(c)  Patients  seen  but  not  admitted:  1213 

e.  Headquarters,  Task  Force  MATHE'S  was  composed  of  the  follevdng  p  ep- 
sonnel  and  siQjporting  equipenento 

(1)  Personnel:  Officers  21 

Enlisted  men  3Q 

TOTAL  59 

(2)  Equipment: 

(a)  Tents:  3  GP  medium  and  6  GP  small 

(b)  Light  Sets:  3 

(c)  Generators:  3  (5  KK) 

1  (3  KW  -  DC) 

(d)  Vehicles:  9  (1/4  T) 

2  (2  1/2  T) 

3  (2  1/2  T  VANS) 

(e)  Cots:  70 

(f)  Mr  aattreases  70 

(g)  Sleeping  bags:  70 

(h)  Chair,  folding:  25 

(i)  Ta^es,  folding:  15 

14.  (C)  SPECIAL  EQUirteNT  &  reCHNIOJES. 

a.  A  flash  and  radar  Infermatlon  Csordlnation  Center  was  established 
by  Division  Artillery  survey  personnel  which  oomblned  the  Infenaation  from 
vicoal  ebservation  posts  and  radar  locations  for  target  data. 

b.  Seleckad  munitions  were  employed  extensively  on  suitable  targets 
during  tho  period.  Examples  aret 

(1)  On  30  Hay,  Hill  990  (XB  8124)  received  a  mwnd  attack.  Firecracker 
was  empieyed  in  and  arouiid  the  perimeter  with  i>lno  (9)  artillery  batterios 
firing  in  support.  A  sweep  on  31  Hay  revealed  43  NVA  flA,  25  ^  artillery. 
Numeaeua  blood  trails  anl  drag  marks  were  alao  fbuqd  in  the  area. 

(2)  On  1  June,  an  aerial  nlnarvr  aig^ted  fbar  lOOsm  field  pieces  in 

dug*dn  poaltlonfl.  Fire  was  reaulting  in  2  guns  destroyed  and  a 

large  eeoondarT  axploaicn*  FR  oo  2  .tap  revealed  4  NVA  bedles  still  in  the  open. 
Fire  tracks  in  the  area  lndio«i4ad  that  the  weapon  and  bodies  had  been  recovered 
during  the  night. 
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(3)  Firecracker  e^qwnditure: 

C^lber  Firecracker 

T05  472  rds 

.  15':  126  rds 

8*’  5  rds 

15*  (e)  LESSOMS  I^NED  AND  RECOtaiAMDATIONS; 

a.  Operations 

Item;  Control  of  ArnE7  Aviation 

Discussion;  Operation  MATHEWS  utilized  almost  an  entire  CwB  (Combat  Avia¬ 
tion  Battalion)  on  a  dail^  basis  and  these  assets  were  employed  in  an  extraneip  f 
large  area  ef  operations*  The  Task  Force  Aviation  section  had  two  (2)  FM  rads  s 
to  control  the  Aviation  elemanto  during  the  day.  The  jiajority  of  aviation  re-- 
sources  were  provided  by  the  52d  CAB  and  the  52d  retained  command  of  the  aviation 
elements.  This  arrangement  resulted  in  unacceptable  respms  time  to  requirements 
that  arose  during  the  day.  In  addition  the  TF  Aviation  section  was  unable  to 
function  as  a  staff  planner/coordinater  because  they  were  involved  in  minute-to- 
minute  control  of  aircraft  assets, 

OBSERVATIOM;  At  a  minimum,  a  forward  CP  of  an  aviation  battalion  is 
required  to  control  aviation  assets  and  effectively  coordinate  with  the 
supported  brigades*  Additionally,  this  oontool  element  should  be  eqiuppod 
with  a  MRC-119  (i  Ton)  which  would  provide  UF,  VHP,  ssb,  and  AW  comnuni- 
cations.  This  would  penult  the  TF  Aviation  Saotion  to  function  in  a  plan¬ 
ning/coordination  role  and  provide  Innediately  responsive  coranand  and  con¬ 
trol  of  the  aviation  units  supporting  ti  TP, 

Item;  Massing  Arc  Lights 

Discussion;  Arc  Lights  were  employed  in  mass  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Division  Area  of  Operations  and  were  closely  ecwrdlnated  with  the  scheme 
of  maneuver  and  other  fire  support  meonB*  These  strikes  proved  to  be  a 
major  factor  in  the  attrition  cf  eneny  ^roes  and  caused  him  to  abandon 
his  mission  of  overrunning  friendly  positions  at  DAX  RIK  and  in  the  D.H  TC- 
31N  HET  area;  Although  single  Aix  Lights  had  bean  planned  on  enemy  targets 
previously,  the  grouping  of  aeveral  lights  In  one  area  and  over  short 
time  spans  created  a  devastating  effect  on  the  eneay, 

Obsegvationt  When  the  enoay  gives  IxxUcatlons  of  massing'  for  an  attack. 

Arc  Lights  should  be  Msaad  irt  order  to  gain  i— ytim*  advantage  of  the  srikes. 

b*  Logistics 

Item;  Need  fbr  AlradMU  BoUdoaers 

BlecuMljMa*  Tactical  qparatlew  In  the  Central  Highlands  require 
frequent  use  of  key  torraln  fsatuorem  for  Fire  Su^rt  Bases.  Ths  noed  to 
move  heavy  eeiftiiMr  construioUoa  oqalpnaBt  to  Isolated 'areas  is  apparent. 

High  altitudes  ooLipled  with  the  msnaaon  season,  reduces  the  lift  capability 
of  the  CH-54  and  restriota  air  transport  of  tbs  D5i  oai  D6S  to  the  forward 
fire  bases*  Ihe  06B  with  sdsi>tsr  IdiTtm,  asoopteA^  and  waold  alXi^  a  payload 
reduetient  howevat',  tho  D£B  with  ktt  Is  nsV  erganio  to  the  Dirialon* 
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Requests  for  this  equipment  are  submitted  to  IFFV  and  further  to  the  18th 
Engineer  Brigade, 

Observation;  Two  D6B  with  adapter  kit  should  be  made  an  MCOE  addition 
to  4th  Engineer  Battalion  to  Increase  responsiveness  te  tactical  requirments. 
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task  j>SAMmTIQWt 


Iflt  Bde 

HHC,  let  Bde 
3-e  Ihf 
3-12  Ihf. 

1*^5  Ihf 
A/4  Bngr 
6^9  Arty  (DS) 
C/4-42  Arty  (DS) 
TACP 


3d  Bde>  lOlflt 

HKC,  3-10l3t 

1- 506  Inf 

2- 506  Ihf 

3- 187  Ihf 
1-8  Ilf  (-) 

1- 22  Ihf 
C/2-1  Cav  (+) 

2- 319  Arty  (DS) 
TACP 


T/iSK  FORCE  OOMTRnr. 

HQ,  TF  MA1HEWS 
B/6^  Arty  (GS) 
D/6-14  Arty  (GS) 
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CBPiAIIlHlIT  0?  'm  &BKS 
HEADQUARTSHS  kTB  INF/JITRY  OIVUICN 
AFO  San  Francisco  96262 


/"^QC  2li  May  1968 

SUBJECT:  latter  of  Iku. ^ruction 


Brig  Qen  Don  R.  HLcloBan 
Assistant  IDivision  Conmander^A 
Uth  I^antxy  QLvision 


1.  You  are  dasignated  Commander  of  Task  Force  Mathews  effective 
210800  May  1968. 

2.  Task  Force  Mhthews  will  consist  of  your  Task  Force  Headquart/jrs  and 
the  following  major  units': 

a.  1st  Brigade  Irtb  Bifantzy  Division. 

b.  3d  Brigade  lOlst  Airborne  Division. 

c«  Attached  artiUory  and  other  supporting  units. 

3.  Ion  wlU  bo  the  Taotloal  Coonander  of  the  designated  forces  and  dircctiy 
responsive  to  the  undersigned.  Ton  aro  clm'ged  with  the  rosponsibillty  of 
ocndoctlng  operatioonS  within  your  assipied  area  of  operations  as  directed 
by  this  headquarters. 

1:.  Tour  initial  mission  Is  to  d  ostroy  the  32$C  NVA  Division  in  aecordanco 
with  QNB)  U-68  Bq  l|th  Inf  Uv,  dated  21:  Miy*  A  collateral  mission  is  to 
protect  the  Special  Forees  Camp  at  Ben  Hot  and  tho  Uth  Division  Base  at 
Dik  To.  Additionally^  you  are  charged  with  the  logistical  support  of  the 
IB  arty  oloments  at  Vtk  Pek. 

!),  Diroot  liaison  and  coordination  with  ARVU  aiKl  othor  iB  agencies  and 
forces  not  assigned  to  your  OPOOR  is  euthoriaed  and  directed. 
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AraDg-QC  2k  Hay  1968 

SUBJECT:  letter  of  IHBtruc^tlon 

6.  Bequirement  for  additional  roaourcaB  will  be  suhnitted  to  this  heai- 
quarters  ia  aoffioieBt  tlse  to  peniLt  tlae^  allocation. 

7*  SzlJtlng  riiloq  of  engagement  and  exLatlng  comand  relationahipa  with 
UEUSF  apply. 


CBAHXE8  P.  STONE 
Hejor  Oeneral,  USA 
Coamanding 


A  TRUE  COPT 


\ 'W' V'*  w  .  -V 

BRBSrOll  W.  HDLTHr  '' 
CFT,  Ibfantxy 
Oivialan  Klatorian 


tmmmiki 


CONFiDENTIAL 


CHROWOLCX^ICiLL  SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFIGAITT  ETEKTS 
OPERATIC^  MATHEWS 


2k  May  HQ,  TF  Mathews  moved  to  Dak  To  and  became  operational  at  2U2000H 
May  68.  ‘3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  FSB  moved  from  YB  971267  (FSB 
#30)  to  YD  883291  (FSB  #25)  and  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  racvod 
ffom  Dak  To  Base  (ZB  00^217)  to  replace  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
at  YB  .971267  (FSB  #30).  l-506  Infantry  and  3d  Bricade,  101st  Abn 
Tac  CP  closed  Dak  To  at  1525H. ,  I^on  arrival,  HQ,  1st  Battalion,  506 
Infantry  moved  to  13  986153  (FSB  #3)  and  assiuacd  control  of  Roclcst 
Ridge. 

25  May  At  1015  vie  YB  892270,  C/2-1  Cav  made  contact  on  Hwj’'  5l2,  receiving 

SA  and  Bl*0  fire#  Gunships  vere  cn  station.  At  1620  contact  was 
broken.  Results  j  3  IB  KIA,  6  DS  WIA,  li7  NVA  KIA.  At  1630,  Ben 
Hct  received  13  rds  82mra  mortar  frem  the  west,  landing  outside  their 
perimeter.  At  1915  hrs,  vie  IE  839222,  FJ5B  #29  of  1st  Battalion 
8th  Infantry  began  receiving  75  Recoilless  and  62mr,'i  fire  and  at  2000 
they  were  assaulted  by  an  estimated  NVA  Battalion  from  the  south  and 
west.  Fighting  .continued  throughout  the  night.  Specify  was  employed 
and  drew  ground  fire.  The  NVA  attack  pcajetrated  the  perimeter  and  the 
enemy  still  held  2  bunkers  at  0^45.  Rosults:  llj  US  KIA,  55  WIA,  hi 
NVA  KIA.  IWs  confirmed  the  lOlD  NVA  Regiment  of  the  325C  NVA  Division 
conducted  the  attack.  During  tho  attack  on  PSD  #29,  two  nearby  FS3s 
were  mortared,  one  of  them  with  CS. 

26  May  At  0550,  Dak  To  Base  was  attacked  with  122mm  rockets,  lowevcr  no 

casualties  were  infUcted.  At  1335,  PS3  #29  (YB  339223)  vas  still 
receiving  75iara  BecoiUoss  Rifle  fire.  7-17  Air  Cav  observed  tho  pos¬ 
ition  and  directed  an  airstrlko  on  it.  3d  Bde,  101st  Abn  Division 
closed  Dak  To  at  11*02  hrs,  with  a  total  of  122  sorties  of  C-130. 

27  May  At  0020.  Ist  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  FSB  #15  (YB  85^-87)  received  6 

rds  of  82iini  mortar  fire.  DScO  Companies,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
and  A,  B,  C  and  D  Cofspanies,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  conducted 
heliborn  aintauits  to  begin  the  attack  northwest  of  Ben  Hot  (YD  873257). 
At  1255  A  Company,  3d  BattaliUi,  6tii  Infantry  exchanged  fire  with  Ji-5 
NVA  at  YB  872291*  with  negative  results.  At  1035  hrs  at  YB  dli*2l*6,  A 
Company,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  made  contret  with  on  urJaiown  size 
weny  forca.  Result*.' t  2  i32>  WIA,  10  NVA  FIA.  At  l6ul*,  C3F  Bon  Kct 
contacted  an  estimated  NVA  Co«pai^  .in  bunkors.  Tac  /dr  and  artillery 
wore  ei^loyed.  3d  Brigade,  lOIat  Abn  was  alerted  at  2230  to  move  2d 
Battalion  5o6th  Itafantry  t«  Dak  (YB  953680). 
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At  0237,  FSB  )(<29  (TB  839223)  recalred  20-22  rounds  of  mixed  60-82mm 
mortar  fire  that  resulted  in  one  US  KIA  and  2  ’<vIA.  At  06U$,  the  ad- 
TBnce  party  of  3d  Bde,  101st  Abn  departed  Dak  Tc  enroute  to  Dak  Pek. 

B  2d  Battalion  506th  Infantry  began  moving  to  Dak  Pek  at 

0820  by  CH-37  and  C-?A.  One  section  of  l$5m  Arty  (A/1-92)  and  one 
lO^imn  (3/S-319)  battery  moved  to  Dak  Pek  and  closed  at  1120  hrs ,  At 
1010  hrs,  a  PaC  aircraft  crashed  at  Dak  Pek  Airstrip  due  to  power 
failure.  The  pilot  vas  evacuated  to  Dak  To,  A,  B,  &  C  Corapaiies  1st 
Battalion,  35th  Ihfantry  combat  assaulted  to  YD  835260  to  continue 
the  attack  northwest  of  Ben  Het>  light  contact  was  made  nerr  the  LZ 
with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force. 

29  May  At  0900,  let  Battalion  8th  Infantry  FSB  #29  (IB  839223),  received  6 

rounds  of  60tan  awrtar,  all  ouialde  the  perimeter.  Airstrikes  on  the 
suspected  mortar  location  produced  a  large  secondary  explosion.  3d 
Battalion,  l87th  Abn  Infantry  conqpleted  airlift  to  Dak  Pek  at  1215  hrs. 
At  IblO,  a  squad  from  C  Comnany,  Ist  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  exchanged 
fire  with  an  estimated  WA  squad  vie  IB  928268.  C  Company  rejjiforced 
the  squad  and  es^loyed  Tac  Air  and  artillery.  ISJ,  1st  Battalion,  22d 
Infantry  moved  from  FSB  #30  (YB  971267)  to  Dak  To  Base.  They  were  re¬ 
placed  by  one  coa^iaiQr,  23D  ARVN  Banger  Battalion.  The  move  was  com¬ 
plete  at  1020  hrs.  ' 

30  May  D  Cos^wmy,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  in  their  night  defensive  position 

on  Hill  990  (IB  81821*7)  began,  to  be  probed  at  0230.  By  0300  the  com¬ 
pany  waa  ree^Tiag  Mnall  ares'  and  mortar  fire  in  increasing  intensi¬ 
ty.  At  0330  Spooky  arrived  to  so^qport  the  contact.  At  0500,  an  es¬ 
timated  NFA  battalion  launched  a  ground  assault  from  thu  north,  south 
and  weet.  Contact  t^qiaced  off  ^  05jN9  'out  snipers  continued  to  harass 
the  position.  BMulta  t  7  OS  KIA,  ^  KIA,  1*3  NVA  KIA.  Throughout  the 
day,  Hill  990  and  3d  Battalion,  12th  Xofantry  FSB  #29  (IB  839223)  re¬ 
ceived  a  total  of  100  plus  rounds  nissd  IBCkn  mortar,  lO^im  howitzer 
and  75<nm  BecoiUaea  Sifle  fire.  A  Conpaay,  }d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry 
WPS  laii  ppo  e«  raditfoame,  however  the  N?A  attempted  to 

Interdict  tbs  lift  with  105mB  and  75iuB  HooeAlleM  BiiOee.  Jtoinfort;enent 
wao  completed  ct  3Ul*30  Bsy.  At  121*0  hre,  B  Company,  36  BattaUon,  I2th 
Infantry  otxtpoet  obeerved  1*  NVA  approaching  their  position.  Results: 

1  KVA  riA,  3  flad  to  the  north. 

31  May  At  0012  -  Ol»Si  iMtaUon,  8th  XBfaatxy  FSB  #25  (IB  687291)  rocoived 

total  of  17  roondi  of  tbm  mortar  flra,  all  outalde  tha  oerimeter. 

At  021*7  A  OaqfUa#*  iMt  BMtaUcn,  $08th  Ihfamtiy  located  at  FSB  #5 
(lit  935188)  ganaArad  JS  roaada  Sim  mrtar  lira  frem  tha  southwest,  sll 
of  nUeh  Iftwdad  wAaflia  tha  parimtar.  Trm  0655-101*3,  Ooaipany  D,  3d 
Battalion,  12th  Shtatiy  on  8111  990  racalvad  approacimataly  12-15  rounds 
S2m  mortar  firte  ma  romd  of  abioh  aat  off  moaiar  nmamltlai  that  was 
etorad  in  a  bantear.  Maanltai  U  TB  KIA.  At  1600  vie  TB  865176,  an 
B»23  halieo;>tar  oraah  tor  reaaona.  The  ''rew  was  extrac¬ 

ted  8t  3B30  hoar*. 
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1  J\me  During  the  first  31ft  of  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry’s 

combat  assault  to  Y3  79121?,  a  UH-IH  crashed  into  the  12.  rcciJiiring 
elements  be  inserted  into  the  alternate  LZ.  The  crew  was  extracted 
with  1  individual  injured.  At  IB  859268,  Compaji^f  D,  1st  Datu.^cn, 

8th  Infantry  found  two  NVA  bodies  estimated  to  be  two- three  months 
old.  At  YB  886296,  Company  C,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found  one 
WA  body  estimated  to  be  one  month  old.  At  YB  S762?3t  Companies  3 
and  D,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  captured  one  NVA  who  identified 
hi*  vrxi-fc  ■t«  b»  .the  l8th  Transportation  Battalion,  lOlD  Regiment, 

NVA  Division.  TS^q  Hoi  Chanhs .walked  into  FSB  #25  at  YD  887291.  One 
US  was  wounded  friiim  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  when  FSd 
#29  (YB -839223)  rec^ved  60  rtronUa  of  suspected  lOCmm  artillery  fire. 

At  YB  823206,  a  patrol  from  Company  B,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Inf-intry 
exchanged  small  arms  fire  with  seven  NVA.  The  pa-fcrol  withdrew  rjid 
artillery  was  employed,  vhile  one  US  was  wounded.  At  YB  81^1212,  the 
Reconnaissance  Platoon,  34.  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  foiuid  one  NVA  KIA 
estimated  to  be  three  days  old.  At  lli21H,  a  Hoi  Chanh  walked  into 
FSB  #29,  identifying  his  tinit  as  Uth  Battalion,  102d  Regiment,  325C 
NVA  Idvision.  At  YD  830193,  ^e  Aero-Rifle  Platoon  from  Troop  B,  7th 
Squadron,  17th  Air  <lavalry  reccvercd  two  US  MIA  from  downed  Light 
^  olMMjrvstion  helicopter  of  2U  May,  Individuals  were  confirmed  KI/i, 

At  the  same  location,  the  ./Lero  Rifle  Platoon  observed  ten  KVA  KIA 
estimated  to  be  two-three  days  old,  HQ,  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry 
moved  from  Dak  To  base  to  FSB  #12  (Sen  Hot)  closing  at  3ii05  heurs, 

2  June  At  YB  808278  Company  A,  1st  Battalion,  35th  Infantry  Battalion  received 

25-30  rounds  of  82mm  mortar  fire  resulting  in  two  US  WlA.  At  113  3GU303. 
Companj'  B,  2d  Battalion,  506th  Infantry  (Airborne)  made  contact  with 
an  NVA  platoon  in  bunks.'^s ,  The  eneny  employed  small  arms,  automatic 
weapons,  ’onknown  type  mortars,  and  75raB  rocoilless  riflc^  wounding 
11  US  while  ten  NVA  wwo  killad.  At  YB  81*6221  tl\e  Rec.  nnaiss.-^nce  Pla¬ 
toon  fi'om  3d  Battalion,  12tl.  Infantry  found  one  ITVA  KIA  with  two  :3-i*l 
rocket  launchers  and  seven  B-1*0  rockets.  Inter,the  scmo  Reconnaissance 
Platoon  found  one  NVA  killed,  by  artillery  at  YB  81*7223.  A  .latrol  from 
Connany  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  found  two  NVA  bodies  at  YD 
039223.  The  CP  of  the  3d  Bde,  101st  Abn  and  the  2d  BattaLi  cxi,  gfiAew 
Infantry  (Abn)  (-)  moved  frm  Dak  Pek  -tc  Dak  To  Base,  closing  at  1750 
hours. 

3  June  At  YD  8l82?9,  the  point  element Company  D,  .3d  Duttalicn,  8th 

InfaiTtry  received  small  arms  fire  nr.  estimated  12  individuals 
resulting  in  two  US  wounded.  In  the.  Scaao  area,  Comoany  D,  3d  Bat¬ 
talion,  8th  Infantiy  feund  one  NVA  body'  in  a  grav...  long  Range  datrcl 
1C  found  two  NVA  bodies  killed  by  air  or  ortillory.  2d  Battalion, 

506th  Infantry  moved  thud.r  FSB  from  Dck  To  Base  by  convoy  to  FSB  #13 
(ID  919255). 
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4  June  A  truck  from  the  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantjy  struck  a  mine  wound¬ 

ing  one  US  at  IB  886270.  At  ZA  2089l;8  a  north  bound  convoy  was  am¬ 
bushed  by  an  estiinated  fIVA  Company  Iron  the  east  and  west  side  cf 
Highway  UiN.  Troop  C,  2d  Squadron,  Ist  Cavalry  Regiment,  Company 
D,  2d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  and  ten  gunships  from  the  7th 
Squadron,  17th  Air  Cavalry,  Uth  Aviation  Dattalicn,  and  the 
Aviation  Battalion  provided  support.  Air  strikes  v,>ere  employed. 

One  US  was  killed  in  the  contact,  eight  US  wounded,  and  hi  If/A 
were  EIA.  Conpanies  A,  D,  and  C,  let  Battalion.  35th  Infantry 
received  a  probe  on  their  perimeter  at  YD  79h27h  by  an  cstimat.  d 
two  NVA  coaqxuxiee,  killing  three  US,  while  23  US  v;ere  wounded.  A 
sweep  around  the  perimeter  foruid  a  total  of  two  JJVA  bodies.  At 
IB  883303,  Conqpany  A,  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  found  one  F/A 
body  at  ID  883303*  At  13  786271  Company  D,  3d  Battalion,  I2th 
Infantry  engaged  an  estimated  t»o  company  NVA  force  woiinding  four 
US.  CcB^iany  C,  3>l  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  engaged  five  NVA  and 
killed  two  at  13  88»;303.  Cempany  A,  1st  Dattalicn,  506th  Infantry, 

ID  935188,  received  20  rounds  of  122nm  mortar  fire,  all  of  which 
landed  outside  the  position.  Coiaiter  mortar  fire  produced  a  secondary 
•xplcaion  at  ID  9it2l67-  At  1915,  an  ambush  frem  Company  C,  3d  Battal¬ 
ion,  6th  Infantry,  IQ  660303,  ambunhed  5  NVA,  kiliinp  uwo  NVA. 

5  June  At  ID  801178,  Conpanies  J  and  D,  1st  Battalion,  ith  Infantry  received 

sporadic  small  arms  fire  resulting  in  cne  KVA  KIA.  The  Reci  nnalss,  nee 
ilatoon  from  the  3d  DattoUon,  3th  Infantry  found  twe  I.VA  bo^iiec  at 
IB  86I292 .  Cnqpenles  B  &  C,  3d  Battalion  12th  Infantry  swept  through 
an  Axbandoaed  enemy  bunker  complax  at  YD  786271,  the  site  cf  the  h 
June  contact.  One  H^A  body,  weapons,  and  supplies  wore  feund.  long 
Benge  Patrol  B2A  found  one  VC  at  ZA  086720  believec  Vi  lied  by  Suooky. 

2d  Battalion,  li2d  AXW  found  2000  kg  of  rice  at  ZD  026279.  Ist' Bat 
tallon,  35th  Infantry  moved  by  air  and  convoy  to  Pole!  hlcr.g  ''ZA  02 .'935) 
and  became  OPOCM  3d  Brliiade,  ath  Infantry  Division* 

6  June  Cenpany  0,  3d  Dsttalion,  8th  Infantry  found  one  HVA  boc^  at  Y!:  b('63C'', 

and  another  at  IB  806305*  At  13  823222,  the  Reconnaissance  riatoon 
fttJBs  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry  captured  one  wjundod  NVA.  lauiv-duai 
indicated  Ida  unit  to  be  23d  Tz«nsportaticn  Cowpary,  2d  Reginont,  3250 
MVA  BLvlalan.  At  ID  7^^227,  Companies  B  and  c/  >d  Battalion,  12th 
mfantry  found  c  total  of  18  NVA  bodies  In  graves .  in  the  ao/ne  area 
a  hoepital  ocmplsm  with  tcpv  operating  rooms  wrs  located.  At  T.)  96kl66, 
A,  3d  BettaHen,  187th  .jfartry  (Abn)  found  three  damnged  buli- 
dotsare.  In  the  ssme  arer.  two  US  were  wounded  when  an  individual  from 
Cogrteoy  A  et0pi>«J  on  a  vtoe. 

7  June  IVoop  D,  7th  Squadroa,  17tlii  Air  CSr.valry  killed  throo  NL'A  ct  YD  Y'32296, 

At  ID  9572143,  two  AffI  Bangers  were  when  they  detonated  b<  cby 

trop  which  thegrha4  emplnced*  Beedhunter  eirernft  received  .50  cal 
fire  frem  13  772268.  At  UOO,  (fttk  Toi^  #52  made  contact  m  n  at¬ 
tempted  Insertion  at  ID  768303.  Tht  team  wr.e  oxtractcA  ;uid  .''  ir strikes 
were  employed. 
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3  Ju*ie 


9  June 


10  Jime 


11  June 


1st  Dcttalion,  22d  Infantry  relievta  tha  3d  Battalionj  137th 
Infantry  (Airborne)  at  Dak  Pek.  At  ZB  1?0023,  a  ncrthbcund 
resupply  convoy  was  ambushed  by  an  estimated  plrtcon  size  force. 

Troop  D  2d  Squadron,  1st  Ca.valr;'-  Regiment  reactc;'  to  the  contact 
with  two  platoons,  wTdie  four  gunships  initially  supported  the 
friendly  forces.  One  wounded  NVA  was  captui’ea  and  cne  ML  was 
killed,  rfiile  fWendly  losses  wore  three  US  KIA,  ard  four  US 
wounded.  At  IB  797296,  Company  D,  3d  Battalion,  12th  Infantry 
found  one  NVA  killed  by  artillery  or  airstrike.  3d  Brigade  101st 
liirborne  Advance  Party  depirted  Dak  To  by  C-130  aircraft  enroute  to 
Phuc  Vinh, 

3d  Battalion,  l87th  Infantry  (Airborne)  departed  the  Area  of  Op¬ 
erations  enroute  tc  Phuc  Vinh.  3d  Brigade  CP  and  Company  D,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  506th  Infantry  also  departed  enroute  to  Phuc  Vinh  and  closed 
at  approximately  1330,  2d  Dat+ alien,  506tli  Infantiy  moved  from  FSB 
jfl3  (13  9O6323)  to  Dak  To  Base  and  ><ogrn  preparation  for  redeployment. 

A  reinforced  NVA  company  er'olojnLng  small  erms,  automatic  weapons, 
hand  grenades  and  flame  throwers  initiated  a  ground  attack  on 
Cempany  1st  Battalion,  22d  Infantry  located  at  IB  910677.  The 
enemy  breached  the  perimeter  and  occupied  three  biuilcers.  Company 
3  remained  in  heavy  contact  until  0300,  with  artillery  and  Spooky 
supporting.  One  US  was  kiUba,  22  (JS  wounded,  and  four  Ni'A  were 
KIA  in  the  contact.  3d  Battalion,  8th  Infantry  began  moving  to 
reinforce  1st  Battalion,  221  Infantry  at  Dak  Pek.  Dak  Pek  Special 
Force  Camp  (YD  956686)  received  rji  eatimatod  12  rounds  of  6?mm  mortar 
fire,  couxoled  with  a  ground  probe  by  ;jn  est  matei  onany  scuad  siz',- 
force.  Three  CSF  wore  wcimded  and  cne  CSF  was  killed  in  tho  action. 
At  llihO,  Bak  Fok  Camp  received  cne  l?2mm  rortret  wluch  lojidcd  near 
the  airstrip.  Gunships  f/red  cn  hue  suspected  launch  s:te  rnd 
received  heavy  grounc^  fire  f  rom  YD  093693.  Fire  was  returned  I'sid  an 
airstrike  was  employed.  2d  Battalion,  506th  Infantry  deployed  by 
C-I30  from  Dak  To  to  Phuc  Vinli.  The  movement  required  ^0  sorties 
and  ;ms  completed  at  1800, 

Three  CSF  were  wounded  at  Dak  Fok  when  the  Special  Forces  Camp 
received  25  rounds  of  82inm  mortar  fire.  At  YB  6162117,  the 
Reconnaissance  Platoon,  3d  Dattalioc,  l2th  Infantry  found  cno 
NVA  body.  At  Dck  Pek,  3d  Battalion,  8th  IiJ’rntry  received  10  rounds 
of  82mm  mortrj'  fire  that  impacted  2-500  meters  east  of  the  air¬ 
field.  There  were  no  casualties.  Two  rounds  of  122inm  rockets  were 
also  fired  from  YB  920691*  and  landed  north  of  the  oirstrip. 
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12  June  At  35C)QH  IF  Matbtnrs  relinquished  operational  control  of  AO 

SPAAI2'i  end  AO  oHBMurgii:  to  1st  Brigade  Uth  Infa>itry  Oj. vision.  At 
2B  09367$  an  airstrike  uaa  enployod  hy  a  Fomard  Air  Controlxer 
and  Bead  Banter  aircraft,  reealtlng  in  two  N7A  killed  ty  air.  Three 
US  war#  wounded  when  a  UH-ID  helidoprter  received  ,$0  caliber  ground 
fire  ait  SB  90^1li.  Cceq}as3r  A,  3d  Battalion,  oth  infantry  received 
32  rounds  of  0^  aortar  fire  at  IT  913713,  killing  two  US  and 
woondlzig  three  Ub*  Qatwen  13ii$»liilO  Dak  Pek  received  ten  122inm 
rockets  on  the  airstrip*  Cider  12  obserred  6  rocket  positions  at 
IB  8Cli735  that  were  occupied  2  positions  were  destroyed  by  airstrikes. 
Ooiqpeny  A,  3d  Battalion,  Oth  infantry  at  Oak  Pek  had  2  US  KLi  by 
one  02niii  aortar  round.  A  patrol  from  Company  A,  3d  Battalion,  12th 
Infontiiir  eontact  with  estimated  6  N7A  at  YB  00^271  •  Results : 

-  2  NVA  DA. 
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TP  jfiEfSKS 
tak  Tai  .RVJi;  • 

261600  MAY  68 

FHA0O  1>68  to  OFORD  11-68  (Lucas  Groan} 

TASK  OSQ.UIIZ&TION: 


Bjto  ^  3d  BOe,  lOlat 


3/8  Ihf 
3/32  Jt>l 

1/35  Itaf  (tit  D-Diy) 
6/29  Arty  (ES) 

C,  U/li2  Arty  (US) 
A  D<  " ,  Ben  Bet  CSP 


1/5P6  Abn  Ihf 
2/506  Itof 
3A87  Abn  Inf  (-) 

3/22  mf  . 

1/8  Inf  (-)  (Bff  270800  May) 
Pit,  AS?K  Raiiger  Ba  '  ' ' 

C,  2/1  Cav  (-) 

•  Plt>  B,  2/1  Cav 


1*  ^C)  TF  MATHS'S  continues  opev^tlons  to  destroy  tbs  3250  WA  QLv  and 
other  enaiiy  forces  in  AO  MATBEfS  by  conducting  a  3  battalici}  assault  West, 
North  and  Southwest  of  Ben  Net  on  &>BBy  followed  by  a  battalion  sized  assault 
on  lH-1  and  an  exploitation  assault  c/a  l>f3* 

2.  (C)  let  Bdei  .  ,  - 

a.  Secure  Objective  1  (Hill  990)  and  Objective  3  (Hill  900)  with 
siinultaneous  combat  assaults  on  D-Ocy. 

.  j 

b*  Establish  lialso’.  with  A  Set,  Ben  Het  CSF  Camp  and  coord  OS?  Opn  to 
secure  Hill  705  West  of  Ben  Bet  CSF  Cams*  beginning  E'4'2  brs. 

c.  Be  prepared  to  secure  Objective  2  m  IHl. 

d*  Be  prepared  to  secure  Objective  on  l>«-2» 

e.  Be  prepared  to  relsase  OPCXBi  1  Bn  to  3d  Bde,  101st  for  exploitation 
West  of  FSB  #15. 

3.  (C)  3d  Bde,  lOlstt 

a.  Secure  ttk  To,  FSB^s  along  Rt«  522,  and  bridge  (FSB)  3* 

1 

b.  Saeure  fren  KOotUM  to  Jiak  To  «od  Iiekr  To  West  to  FSB  13« 

0,  asours  Objectiye  5  (Sill  389  at  »  825252)  on  O-Osy  after  cosplsUon 
of  oombat  esiiaalt  to  Objective  1  by  let  Bde* 

d*  Be  prepared  to  rslieee/reinf  S/i|2d  ASTN  IS.  of  5ok  To. 
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FRAQO  1-68  to  OPQRD  11-68  (Jiiioas  Oreon)  (Cent) 

e.  Be  prepared  to  relleve/relnf  Oak  Soang  and  Dak  Rjk  CSF  CSaiij)S. 

£»  Be  prepared  to  reeolTO  1  Bo^  let  Bde  to  exploit  contacts  West  of 
FSB  l5, 

g*  Be  prepared  to  roloaso  2/506  Ato  Inf  to  1st  Bde  to  secure  Objectivn  U 
o/a  D+2, 

ii.  (c)  oooRDiNAiiKa  mafjucixaiSt  - 

a.  D-Day  is  2?  May, 

b.  roRIADTH.  '  . 

c.  Submit  aviation  rpquiniMnta  NIT  1700  hts  the  day  prior. 

<i»  Jfaneuver  units  will  ha^  haUeontar  air  cover  at  all  times  while' 
moving  overland* 

.  ■  *  ‘  ■ 

e.  MLninise  radio  traffic  until  B^iiMir* 

f*  AD  in  accordenee  vita  G^ORO  II-68* 

AOmcWlBOGSt  . ,  4  - 
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TF  iOTHEras  ~ 

Dak  To,  R7N 
280C'30  MA.Y  68 

FSAQO  2-68  to  OKED  1JU68  (MATHEWS) 

!•  Major  M7A  forces  threaten  DSSF  Can^)  at  Dak  Pek.  IF  Mathews  continues  oper¬ 
ations  in  present  AD,  and  airlifts  Battalion  Task  Forces  to  AO  CliHROKSE  under 
0K)0N  3d  Bde,  101st. 

2.  VUs 

a.  Cont  pres  Mission. 

b.  AssTune  AO  of  3/101  effective  280100  May  68. 

c.  Assume  OPCON  of  1-22  Inf,  1-^06  Abn  mf,  3-18?  Ahn  Inf  and  CA-1  Cav 
effective  280100  May  68. 

d.  Release  1-3$  Inf  efiective  280600  May  68. 

9.  Be  prep  to  release  3-187  Ahn  Inf  to  3/101. 

1.  Be  orep  to  assume  OPOQM  of  elements  of  ii2d  ARVM. 

3.  3A01t 

a.  Release  1-22  Inf,  2^506  Abn  Inf,  3-187  Abn  Ihf  (-)  and  C/2-1  Cav  effective 
28010C  May  68. 

b.  Asstone  OPCCN  1..35  Jiif  effective  280600  May  68. 

c.  Move  to  Oak  ?ek  with  1  bn,  assume  OPCON  of  AO  CHEROKEE  and  destroy  en 
force?  in  area.  Move  2d  hn  on  order. 

cU  Assume  OPCON  of  A  Cet,  Dak  Fsk. 

e.  On  prepared  to  assuno  (SKKtf  of  2  MHF  Go's  on  closure  of  MSF  to  Dak  Pok. 
k.  OOORDIRATIHO  INSTROCnOSSi 

a.  Log  buildi:^)  will  be  supported  bF  lift. 

b.  AO  (EEROnSS  boundwi  hQrt  ZB  1090,  ZB  10$$,  Z3  $$  grid  line  Mbst  to  bordor, 
ZB  90  grid  lino  Vest  to  border. 
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FRAQO  2-^  to  OK)B9  1U>8  (tiftIHiMS)  (Cent) 

c,  OperatloD  Incas  Oapeom  rmsaoC  OpersttooB  K&IHiMS> 
ACKNOHIBDQBt 
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Copy  of  Copies 

TF  MATtoSfe 
Dak  To,  RVN 
022100  jTui  68 

FRAOO  3-68  to  OPCRD  U-68  (MiTHBWS) 

lo  fiiony  th£«at  Northwest  of  Bon  Hot  CSF  Ca»;>  continues  while  the  threat  to 
Dak  Bsk  has  been  reduced.  1st  N7A  DLv  cmtinues  to  threaten  positions  and  instr?.!- 
lations  in  the  Kontun  area. 

2.  Ist  Bde: 

a.  Hiase  I: 

(1)  Assume  OPCON  2/506  Abn  Inf  (>)  upon  closure  Dak  To  on  2  Jun. 

(2)  Cdt  CA  with  2/506  Abn  Inf  (-)  on  3  Jun  to  secure  Hill  10li3  (IB  8832) 
and  odt  RIF  to  NW  and  Vest. 

b.  Riase  lit 

(1)  Continue  offonsiTO  operations  Vest  of  Bon  Hot  to  engage  and  destroy 
the  325c  NVA  OLvlsion.  Swoop  draws  and  suspected  base  areas  Vfest  of  Ben  Hot. 

(2)  Rrepare  to  release  1/5C6  Abn  lOf  to  3/ljOIst  at  0306OO  Jun  68. 

(3)  Prepare  to  move  1/35  Ihf  to  Pole!  Kleng  on  5  Jun  and  CHOP  to  3d  Bde, 

Ath  Mo  on  closure, 

(Ji)  Prepaxo  to  airlift  2  Co's,  1/22  inf  to  Polei  Kleng  on  6  Jun. 

(5)  Rrepare  to  relieve  3A87  Abn  Ibf  in  Dak  Pek  with  Bn  (-2  Co's)  o/a 

8  Jun* 

c*  Ibase  mt 

(1)  Relievo  3/101  on  Rocket  RLdgo  and  assume  control  3/101  AO. 

(2)  Secure  FSB's  1,  3,  5,  6,  25,  29,  and  30. 

(3)  Protect  Dak  To  and  Oak  Pak. 

(U)  Cdt  RIF  ogoa  within  capability. 

3.  3d  Bde,  lOlatt 

a.  IbASc  1 1 

(1)  Reloaso  2/^06  Abo  (Inf  (•)  to  Ist  Bde  2  June. 

(2)  Protect  Oak  Pak  with  Bb  Ihsk  force. 

30 
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CONFfOENTIAL 


€ONROENTIAL 


mao  3-68  to  OFOBD  IWS  (IIIIHMS)  (Co|it} 

b,  Ri^e  IJt 

(1)  Aasune  OFOOH  1/^06  Abn  Ibf  0306OO  June. 

(2)  CoorcUiiate  Qpwo^oii  aJong  conneotinii  bocndarles  with  i^d  ARVN  Begt. 

(3)  I^epan  to  reeoive  2/S06  Ate  2hf  (-)  o/a  6  Jun^ 

(U)  nTeparo  to  octraot  3/187  Ate  la£  irm  Oak 

c.  Riase  m  t 

Ai’epere  to  revert  parent  unit  control  o/a  8  Jun. 
ii.  Coordlnatiiig  Oastractloni 

Qpna  overlap  (Annex  A)  effective  03060G8  Jun. 

AOQfO;  XEDOEs 


CmOALt  • 


HlCXXAir 

BQ 


BMOnS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


Cora  of  Copies 

TF  iCTREHS” 

Dak  To,  RVN 
0808(10  June  68 

FRA(K)  U-68  to  OPOED  11-68  (MATHEWS) 

1«  TP  MATHEWS  continues  to  pursue  Wk  forces  West  of  Ben  Het  and  SW  o/  Dat:  To 
nnd  continues  to  protect  Dak  Pak  with  1  Bn  Task  Force, 

2.  Ist  Bdet 

a.  Cont  pres&it  men  of  destroying  units  of  325C  NVA  Dlv  in  AO, 

b.  Believe  3/lOlst  units  In  Dak  Pok  with  Eh  Task  Force  and  assume  OPOON 
AO  CHERCKEE  on  8  Jun.  Protect  Dak  Pe!c  and  destroy  enaoy  forces  in  W  CHEROKEE, 

c.  Exploit  B-S'S  strikes  vie  PSB  28  with  minimum  force  of  2  coiiq>anios  on  9 

Jun, 

d.  Relieve  1/506  Abn  Inf  on  FSB  5  and  FSB  6  beginning  9  Jun. 

e.  Assirme  OPCCN  3/101  AO  vie  Dale  To  on  order, 

f.  Exploit  B-52  strikes  vie  Hill  10li3  (TB  7630)  with  bc-tvalion  force  on  order. 
,3.  3d  Bde,  lOLsti 

a.  Depicy  fron  AO  MATHS'S  Jun, 

b.  Release  OPCON  AO  GHEROKEE  to  1st  Bde  6  Jun. 

c.  Release  OPCON  AO  vie  Dak  To  to  1st  Bde  on  order, 

d.  Revert  n  Field  force  control  on  departure  Dak  To, 

U.  COORDINATIHQ  HiSTRUCTIOK  i 

Sortie  schedule  for  departure’ 3 AODsti 

9  Jun  -  50 

10  Jun  -  50 

11  Jtin  -  lii 

AOMCVlbDQSt 


miClkli 

SDHOm 

S3 
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KICKKAN 

BO 
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C0NFI9IIITIAI 


A  TRUE  OOn 

'A*.  V-  \  ^ 


\ 


PRssm  w.  aoLTfi;: 

C?T,  Infantry 
Plvlsiim  ffiLstoriitfi 


:  Scmrfly  ClaMificalicn* 


t.  oaiaiNATiMo  ACTIVITY  fCai^waiv 


DOCUMeMT  CONTROL  DATA .  R  &  D 


HQ,  OACSFOR,  DA,  VAshlAgton,  D.Cc  20310 


XA.  nCPOMT  tECURirv  CI.Af.SI»^)CATlO^' 

CONFIDENTIAL 

.C.  20310 

tfr.  GROOM 

4 

3.  ncaoMT  TITL« 

Combat  After  Action  Report  -  Op  MATHEWS,  4th  Infantry  Division 


4.  octcaiaTivK  MOTsa  (7fp»  ml  rip  art  Imimln  4Maaj 

Experiences  of  unit  ensased  in  counterinsurgency  operations.  24  Ma 


9.  AUTMO-^ISI  (Fint  MMMp  MlMl*  MOf  IIMM> 

CG,  4th  Infantry  Division 


-  12  June  1968 


S.  ;i(KPOIIT  OATS 

13  June  1968 


tA.  COMTHACT  on  ARANT  NO. 


A.  AAOJCCT  MO. 


TfiW  tOTAI.  MO.  O*^  MAORA  7A.  MO.  OW  RSAft 
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#A.  ONtOIMATOII**  RCAORT  NUMAEAtSil 

68X083 


fAA.  OTMCM  ACMOMT  NOt.^i  fAA/  AtARf  .itmtiff  thmt  mflinmd 


to.  OISTMGUTtOM  STATCMSNT 

It.  9UPMi.EMEMTAWV  NO^E* 

fl.  AMOMV>AlMO  R^«t.lTARV  ACTtVITV 

N/A 

OACSFOR,  DA,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

DD  .'r-Mva 
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